
Happy New Year everybody, 
and welcome to 2018. We’re 
starting the new year fresh, 
albeit shorthanded as we are 
sans a Vice President, but 
hopefully that will change soon.

2017 seemed to be a 
tumultuous year on our planet, 
but the Orange County 

Woodworkers’ course stayed steady, and true due 
the dedication, generosity, and the hard work of 
its members in a concerted effort to make our 
community a better place to live.

Our members made over 4,000 wooden heirloom 
toys to give to over 50 organizations helping at risk 
kids, so they could have a brighter Christmas. I know 
that it made their Christmases brighter, because 
I was once an at risk kid who was the beneficiary 
of someone else’s kindness, and generosity, and it 
changed my life for the better. 

Our members also made over 2,000 wooden writing 
instruments for our Support Our Troops Program, 
which gives these beautiful wooden pens to our 
military personnel currently serving, and to the 
veterans who have served their country. It’s our 
humble way of saying thanks to those who sacrifice 
so much, so that we may keep our freedom. 

Our members also promoted the art of woodworking 
to the public through our efforts at the Orange 
County Fair as an alternative to being hooked on 
smart phones, and computer games, because, as our 
members will attest, there is a satisfaction that comes 
from making something with your hands that you will 
never get from an electronic device unless, of course, 
it is a table saw, or a router. 

We capped it all off with a wonderful Christmas/
Awards Banquet that celebrated all of the hard work 

that our members have put in to make the OCWA 
such a great organization.

We had awards for our toy makers, and pen turners, 
which you can read about in the toy, and pen articles 
in this Newsletter, but the one I would like to write 
about is our “Joe Lomax memorial Woodworker of 
the Year Award”.

This award is given out each year to a member who 
personifies the integrity, dedication to service, and 
just plain hard work that makes the OCWA such 
wonderful fellowship.

This year the “Joe Lomax 
memorial Woodworker of 
the Year Award” went to a 
man who took a struggling 
program, and brought it back 
to life, and at times suffered 
major health issues to get the 
job done. It was my extreme 
pleasure to have presented 
this award to Mr. John 
Marshall our “Support Our 
Troops Pen Program” Chair.

I want to thank all of our members that put in all the 
hard work it takes to do great things, and especially 
Mr. Bill Rogers (toys), Mr. John Marshall (pens), and 
to Mr. Len Musgrave, and his crew for throwing such 
a great party. I doff my chapeau to all of you. Thanks!

James Santhon, President   
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LIVE AUCTION FOR LATHE
The previous club lathe, a Nova DVR, is being 
sold via auction on the club web site. The auction 
will close on Jan. 3 at 8pm. That lathe retails 
new for around $2000; so this is an excellent 
opportunity to buy a medium size lathe.
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Sawdust & Shavings  
is the monthly newsletter  
of The Orange County  
Woodworkers Association.  
It is published monthly before 
the Woodworkers Meeting. 

Do you have an idea for  
an article, shop tip, or  
tool review? Please send  
articles to: newsletter@
ocwoodworkers.org

Deadline for submissions  
is the Monday after the  
Woodturners meeting.

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWoodWorkers.org JANUARY MEETING

Our January meeting will be featuring an 
amazing artist who specializes in nautical 
art with truly amazing renditions of tall 
ships of the past, Mr Jordan Dimitrov. 
Don’t miss it.



Considering it was just a few days before Christmas, 
there was a good turnout for the December 
meeting. Y’all must have finishing your shopping 
early, or you are the world’s best procrastinators. 
Steve Jackson presided over the meeting and 
conducted the business part of the evening. Of 
particular note, the anticipated 
change of leadership in the Pen 
Program was announced. John 
Marshall is stepping down at the 
end of the month after five years 
of service; staying in contact 
with various active and veteran 
military groups throughout 
the world to send them pens 
as a token of our appreciation 
for their service. Well Done 
John!! The new chairman of the 
Pen Program is Gary Phipps. 
Please continue to support this 
important program and keep 
Gary inundated with high  
quality writing instruments  
for our troops. 

We now have the date of the next pro 
demonstration. It will be on February 10, 2018 from 
9 AM to 4 PM at Anderson International Trading. 
The demonstrator with be Mike Jackofsky from San 
Diego. The cost is $40 and we’ll feed you to boot. 
Sign up on the website or at one of the meetings. 
Watch for further announcements of upcoming pro 
demonstrators.

So, Santa actually visited the Woodturners. I’m not 
sure how he carried it, but there is a shiny new lathe 
at the front of the room. It is a Jet JWL-1640EVS. 
It fits on our existing lathe bench, barely. For those 
of you who have upcoming demos the specs you 
might be interested in are: Swing over the bed 16 
½”, Distance between centers 40”, 1 ½ HP variable 
frequency drive, Spindle taper MT-2, Spindle thread 
1-1/4 in. x 8 TPI, Tailstock taper MT-2. It’s heavier 
than the Nova DVR it replaces and seems to run 
smooth of butter. Speaking of the Nova, it’s currently 
up for auction on the club’s website in the Members 

Area. The auction closes on January 3rd at 8PM. If 
you want it, don’t miss out.

We had a good response on the challenge table 
and show and tell. The three-sided bowls looked 
great and a couple of the lid treatments were truly 

outstanding. For the monthly 
challenge for the January 
meeting I’ll just quote from 
Ross Gilroy’s email “… turn 
something using laminated 
boards and or alternative 
materials..... or alternately, you 
can turn a lidded vessel. For 
those of you who need a special 
challenge, how about a lidded, 
laminated box - it could even 
have 3 corners.”

Our evening’s demonstrator, 
Roger Lang, took on a difficult 
task to turn an offset laminated 
bowl that used Corian, plywood 
and hardwood. The outside 
required a lot of scraping cuts 

with the bowl gouge along with some pull cuts from 
the rim to the foot. I’m still not sure exactly what 
type of adhesive he used to laminate the dissimilar 
materials, I believe he said it was some adhesive 
recommended by Home Depot. So, you are on your 
own on that count. He used a lot of hot melt and CA 
to assist with mounting and repairing some partial 
delamination. After completing the outside shape, 
Roger cut out the disk that had been providing the 
tailstock support. As he was getting ready to hollow 
out the inside, the foot mounting failed, so he talked 
us through the remainder of the project. All in all, 
it was an interesting use of material and having the 
laminations tilted to 45 degrees certainly made for 
unusual patterns as well as challenges in turning.

I’m the demonstrator for January. I thought I would 
talk a bit about my adventures with stabilizing wood 
and try to get a birdhouse ornament completed.

Craig Chambers
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SHOW AND TELL

For our Show and Tell table we’re going to try something we tried 
before, Bribery. If you bring a show and tell item you will be given a 

ticket, and at the end of the show 
and tell segment we will draw 
a winning ticket, and there will 
be a cash prize. Of course if Len 
Musgrave is the only one bringing 
show and tell items this may be a 
short lived program. I am looking 
forward to see your work on our 
Show and Tell table.

WOODTURNER'S 
MONTHLY CHALLENGE

The Monthly Challenge for January 18, 2018  
will be to turn something using laminated  
boards and or alternative materials..... or  
alternately, you can turn a lidded vessel. For  
those of you who need a special challenge,  
how about a lidded, laminated box - it could even have 3 corners.
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WITH GRATITUDE TO THE TOY PROGRAM

Bill and John-

I want to express my gratitude for your contribution of the wooden toys that added greatly to the joy of 
the Marines and their children who attended the Christmas party on Friday. The attached collage photo 
captures some of the excitement of the children as they took possession of toys that they and their 
parents will treasure. Also attached is a group thank you note.

The Christmas party was attended by more than 900 Marines, Sailors and family members. I was able 
to talk about OCWA to many of those in attendance who came by the special table that was set up to 
display your toys. The response was amazement and gratitude.

Thank you for helping Team Darkhorse add to the Christmas joy of these young deserving patriots and 
their families.

Evan Gost, Vice President Corporate Liaison 
Team Darkhorse
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SAWDUSTTOY STORY

The November Toy Workshop 
was the last one prior to 
Christmas Distribution Event 
on the day after Thanksgiving 
Day. We also had the largest 
turnout in the history of the 
Toy Program with 51 people. 
Everyone had a great time and 
it was a challenge to make sure 
everyone found something 

to do. We had people putting together keepsake 
boxes, boogie coasters, dogs, rabbits and kangaroos. 
It was a real challenge with the new toys with upper 
left and lower left legs parts, upper right and upper 
right leg parts for the front legs and upper left and 
lower left legs parts, upper right and upper right leg 
parts for the rear legs on the dogs to get a dog that 
can walk and run. This year we will have some of the 
dogs, rabbits and kangaroos that will qualify for the 

American Animals Disability Act because some of the 
legs were installed backwards, upside down, inside 
out, etc. They all functioned fine and no one will 
ever notice. The spraying crew was really busy with 
keepsake boxes, wheels and hundreds of legs and 
we also had Dan Heringer and his crew spraying the 
boogie coasters and other parts. 

It was a great year and I want thank everyone for their 
help and a special thank you to the new participants 
who did a great. The toy distribution went very well 
we had an overflow crowd and we made 4025 toys 
this year. Thank you to all. 

Our next Toy Workshop will be Jan 6, 2018 at  
Bill’s house from 9am to noon.

Bill Rogers, Toy Chairman

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
DURING THE ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS DINNER
Bill Rogers presented certificates to Harvey Carr, Les 
Rogers, Rex Bullock, Charles Steichen, and Len Musgrave 
for their dedication to the Toy Program.
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SAWDUSTPEN PROGRAM – SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

Happy New Year everyone. 2017 was another successful year for the Pen Program. 
We distributed a total of 2127 pens to various Military groups over this past year. 
My special thanks to everyone that turned pens, distributed them or helped in any 
way. A special thanks also to all who contributed monetarily to the program.

The Christmas/Awards party was a great success. The pen program presented a 
plaque to all that turned over 200 pens i.e. Gary Phipps, Mike Johnson, and Les 
Rogers. Eric Thorson was our 2017 pen turner of the year with over 500 pens 
turned. Congratulations to all of you.

Beginning January 1, 2018, GARY PHIPPS will be our pen chairman. I ask that 
you give Gary the same support and friendship as you did me during my past five 
years. We will be in great hands and the program will continue to grow. 

Keep Turning and Stay Healthy!  
John Marshall, Chairman,  
Support Our Troops Pen Program 

(above) Gary Phipps 
receives a plaque from 

John Marshal for turning 
over 200 pens; (right 
Les Rogers also is a 

recipient of a plaque for 
his contribution to the 

Pen Program.

(above) Eric Thorson was our 2017 
Pen Turner Of The Year with over 
500 pens turned. 



P.O. Box 1038 
Fullerton CA 92836-8038

OCWoodWorkers.org

MEETING LOCATION  
AND DATES:

Tustin Senior Center 
200 S. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680

Woodworkers’ Meeting 
Thursday, Jan, 4, 7:00 p.m.

Woodturners’ Meeting 
Thursday, Jan. 18, 6:30 p.m.

Board Meeting 
Thursday, Jan. 4, 6:00 p.m.

Please support our sponsors! 

Anderson International 
Trading 
(800) 454-6270 
www.AITWood.com

Deft, Inc. 
www.DeftFinishes.com

Exotic Woods USA 
(631) 651-8651 
www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com

Industrial Blade &  
Products Co. 
www.IndustrialBlade.net

Laguna Tools 
(800) 234-1976 
www.LagunaTools.com

Reel Lumber Service 
(714) 632-1988 
www.ReelLumber.com

Rockler Woodworking  
& Hardware 
(714) 282-1157 
www.Rockler20.com

Woodcraft Supply 
(714) 963-9663  
[(714) 963-WOOD] 
www.Woodcraft.com

FRIENDS OF OCWA

MASSIVE PLYWOOD PANELS – OH, MY BACK!
6/19/2017  

Lyons, Oregon based Freres Lumber Co. is going 
for the big time: Massive Plywood Panels (MPP), 
measuring up to 12’ x 12’ x 2’ thick. That’s feet, 
not inches. So it’s basically just a really big hunk 
of plywood, but it could be very useful in building 
construction, and lighter than many other materials. 
Freres is upgrading their production plant with 
assistance from a grant from the USDA Forest 
Service, to the tune of a cool quarter of a million 
dollars. This will allow them to bring these massive 
hunks of plywood to the market, reducing the need 
for more wasteful wood products such as Glulam and 
Cross Laminated Timber (CLT). 

CLT is basically like laying up 2x4s for a Glulam 
cross-wise, like the layers of plywood. The problem is 
that 2x4s have to be sawn, then dried and surfaced, 
resulting in 20% to 30% of the original wood ending 
up as waste product.

MPP is a really cool idea. Unlike 
Glulam and CLT, MPP is made from 
plywood veneers. Since veneer 
is sliced from the log, not sawn, 
there’s no wood lost to making 
sawdust. Veneer can be dried 
quickly and with minimal cracking, 
resulting in faster production and much less wasted 
wood. Also, the thinly layered construction of MPP 
promises higher strength and stability compared 
to other heavy-duty wood products, such as CLT 
or Glulam. This allows for entire wall sections to be 
made from MPP, with doors and windows cut out on a 
massive CNC machine, and shipped to a work site all 
ready for assembly into the final structure.

Oh, and by the way, a 12’x12’x2’ panel in good ‘ol 
Douglas Fir – say, to make that angled joint in the 
framework of the football stadium you’re building in 
your backyard – would weigh in at a mere 4 ¾ tons. 
You can fit that in your F-150, right?

Read All About it Here!

WOODWORKERS’ NEWS

David Tilson

http://democratherald.com/business/freres-going-big-with-new-facility-for-massive-plywood-panels/article_9cd78091-c663-5857-8aaf-c1284c348ef3.html

