
It must be springtime, because 
the bees are buzzing, the 
humming birds are humming, 
and the crows are using my 
truck for target practice, so it 
must also be time for our first 
contest of the year.

JEWELRY BOX CONTEST

That’s right, we will be having 
a Jewelry Box contest at 

our April general meeting of the OCWA, and I’m 
hoping we get a huge turnout. The 1st prize will be 
$100.00; 2nd prize - $75.00, 3rd prize - $50.00; 
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and honorable mention - $25.00. Get those  
boxes polished up, because there is some money  
to be made.

SHOW AND TELL

We will still have a Show and Tell table set up for 
non jewelry box items, and remember to get a ticket 
for your Show and Tell piece, because we will have 
a drawing after the Show and Tell segment, and the 
winner gets $25.00 bucks in cash. It should be a fun 
filled evening.

James Santhon, President

SOUTHCOAST CABINETS 
SHOP TOUR
The shop tour at Southcoast Cabinets where James 
Santhon works was attended by 28 members.  
Southcoast Cabinets is one of the largest cabinet 
shops in the area that has seven buildings and 
employs some 180 people in the manufacturing 
side and about 50 in the installation area. They 
manufacture kitchen, bath and custom cabinets 
both for the home and offices. They provide the 

cabinets to some of the largest home builders in the 
area like Shea and Toll Brothers. To give you a feel 
for the size of the place, think about this per year:

•  70,000 cabinet boxes

•  200,000 drawers

•  100,000 doors

•   each drawer has 2 slides, each door has at least 
2 hinges, each box has the other side of the slide 
or the hinge. They buy screws by the truck load.

(continued on page 3)
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Sawdust & Shavings  
is the monthly newsletter  
of The Orange County  
Woodworkers Association.  
It is published monthly before 
the Woodworkers Meeting. 

Do you have an idea for  
an article, shop tip, or  
tool review? Please send  
articles to: newsletter@
ocwoodworkers.org

Deadline for submissions  
is the Monday after the  
Woodturners meeting.

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWoodWorkers.org

MARCH SPEAKER RANDY BADER

Randy Bader, our March speaker, has been chosen 
to show his furniture creations at the critically 
adjudicated Saw Dust Festival and the Laguna 
Beach Art Festivals for nearly 30 years. He describes 
himself as an artist who has been fortunate to make 
a comfortable living creating aesthetically pleasing 
wood furniture.

Randy’s work features wood with fabulous grain 
and figure, unique joinery and graceful lines. He said that one of his best 
talents was “picking wood” and he has agreements with local lumber 
merchants allowing him first pick from fresh deliveries. One of the pieces 
displayed at the meeting was a rocking 
chair made of the finest maple that I have 
ever seen – truly, a beautiful combination 
of burl, tiger and birds eye patterns 
highlighted with a light stain and a silky, 
hand-rubbed oil finish.

The lines and design of Randy’s pieces are 
graceful and sometimes mind boggling 
– Why don’t they fall over? Many of his 
pieces feature flowing lines that Randy 
creates using classic French curves. (He 
lamented that one can not buy good sets 
of French curves anymore.) His design 
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cycle starts 
with sketching 
an idea in 
small scale 
and then up 
scaling to make 
templates and 
forms to create 
the desired, 
graceful curves. 
Randy showed 
a picture of a shop wall with hundreds of jigs and 
bending presses that he uses for his pieces. Curved 
pieces are steam bent, if required for grain strength, 
or cut and sanded from large boards.

Randy uses unusual joinery – unlike any that I have 
seen. Both sides of the joints are rounded, flowing 
lines that sweep through the joint. Many of his 
structures remind one of beautiful bridges and 
medieval arches.

You see Randy’s work at the Saw Dust and Laguna 
Art Festivals this summer, or visit his web site at 
http://randybaderwoodworking.com/

Our April meeting will feature the authors of the new 
book “The Art of Coloring Wood”, Brian Miller and 
Marci Crestani. Brian is a world renown wood finisher 
and restorer who also teaches wood finishing at 
Cerritos College. Autographed copies of their book 
will be available at the meeting.

Jerry Knight, Vice-President

•   they have 
a CAD 
system 
that the 
engineers 
use to 
create drawings and a cut list which is sent  
to the many CNC machines in the shop.

•   they create three 20 foot trash bins a day of 
scraps. I saw nothing of value. The largest 
piece I saw was 4 inch long.

We also got to go the owners private Woody  
Car Museum. James put his woodworking 
skills to work on 
restoring these 
beauties.

It was a great two 
hours and I think 
we all came to the 
same conclusion 
no matter what 
business we were in 
during our working 
years, “I’m glad I’m retired and I don’t have 
to deal with the stress and strain of production 
work and meeting deadlines”.

Thank you James and your team on welcoming 
us to your world.

Len Musgrave 

(continued from page 1)
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The March Woodturners meeting 
started early with a mahogany 
feeding frenzy in the parking 
lot. Seriously, I thought I was 
watching Shark Week as a shiver 
of predator woodturners circled 
the hapless trailer full of wood. 
The wood was donated by 
person in Ladera Ranch to Len 

Musgrave, who set up an impromptu lottery before 
the meeting. THANK-YOU LEN! That wasn’t the only 
wood available at the meeting; there were donated 
pieces of glue laminate, 
hardwood cutoffs and 
some olive available to 
members. If you were 
one on the lucky ones 
to score a nice timber, 
it would be a good 
thing to make a toy or 
a pen with some of the 
wood. Or, how ‘bout a 
donation to the Pen and 
Toy Programs.

So on to the main event; 
Steve Jackson presided 
over a standing room 
only crowd to carry out 
the business part of the 
meeting. Among the 
announcements was a 
reminder that our next 
pro demonstrator will 
John Jordan on May 
5th. The web site now 
has the event page up, 
so you can register and 
pay for the demo. The cost is $40, which includes a 
day with one of the masters of woodturning, lunch 
and a morning snack. The location is Anderson 
International Trading and the time is 9AM – 4PM. 

Once again there was tremendous participation in 
the Challenge and Show & Tell. One of our members 
commented to me that the bar has been raised 

in terms of technical quality and complexity and 
pure artistry. One of the things I was struck by was 
the generosity of the more experienced makers 
mentoring those of us who need a little technical 
help or an artistic kick. Thank you to all of you who 
offer a helping hand to your fellow turners. We were 
treated to a mix of “traditional” turnings of wood or, 
in one case, wood products, some innovative uses of 
resin casting with wood, Banksia pods, Cholla cactus, 
and others. Hats off to y’all for sharing your work 
with the club members.

Our featured demonstrator was El Jay Overholt, 
and he had a meme to go along 
with his demo, “Have Lathe, Will 
Travel--No Big Deal”. To make 
sure he didn’t get a swelled 
head, Len reminded him that the 
multitudes of people were in the 
audience for the free wood not 
the demo. I’m not totally sure of 
that because El Jay proceeded 
to put of a great demonstration 
of working with a small capacity 
lathe and a minimalist set of 
tools. First, a quick word about 
the lathe; El Jay has obtained a 
vintage Klein mini-lathe designed 
by Bonnie Klein. They have been 
out of production for a long time 
and are difficult to find. Bonnie 
did several videos in the ‘80’s 
using her lathe, and for many 
turners of the time, it may have 
been one of the first lathes that 
looked usable in the typical 
corner of the garage. It is small, 
lightweight, and can be easily 

put away when it’s time to park the car. On the best 
of days, the lathe is kind of fiddly; there are levers 
for each action that are small and somewhat hard 
to get at. He talked about the additional difficulty 
of manipulating small components of the lathe 
because part of his thumb is missing (another story 
for another day). The three-jaw machinist chuck 

WOODTURNERS’ SHAVINGS
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is a scary story 
all its own, it 
has sharp, hard 
exposed parts 
that are sure to 
do major damage 
if they encounter 
anything that 
bleeds. One 
suggestion from 
Len Musgrave 
was to wrap the 
jaws in a piece 
of bicycle inner tube and tie a telltale on to it so it will slap your hand 
before hitting the chuck jaws. As I said, minimalism was the word of the 
day. I think I only saw him use three tools: a homemade spindle gouge, 
a skew and a parting tool. He talked about making simple things out of 
available materials and giving them away at the OC Fair. His first project 
was a mushroom turned from a small branch. He left a natural edge 
visible on the cap and left part of the branch for a base. As these are 
quick one-off items usually turned at the fair, he did very little sanding 
and no finish. After the mushroom El Jay turned a small cup suitable 
for a child’s tea party from the same branch. Finally, he turned two tiny 
goblets from a 5/8” dowel. One of them even sported a captured ring. 
Thank-you El Jay for sharing your traveling lathe setup with us and for a 
great evening of turning and stories.

Craig Chambers

OUR NEXT SPEAKER  
WILL BE JAMES GRAHAM 

”I very much appreciate 
the opportunity to make 
a presentation to the 
woodturners on a bowl/vase 
construction technique I am 
trying to better understand 
and if possible trying to 
perfect.

My talk will be a PowerPoint 
presentation using both 
photos and video on all the 
steps necessary to make 
a vase that contains both 
open and closed segmented 
rings along with rings whose 
segments are held together 
using splines. 

The topics to be covered will 
include best vase design, 
calculation of segment 
widths for each ring, pattern 
layout, material preparation, 
the use of a Seg-Easy sled to 
cut segments, cutting of slots 
for the splines, ring glue-up, 
vessel turning, sanding and 
finishing. I will discuss some 
of the pitfalls associated with 
this technique and ways to 
make each step easier, safer 
and more precise.

I will also bring in some of 
the jigs I use that make some 
of these steps possible.” 
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The rain took its toll at the 
March Toy Workshop and we 
had a donut social for the 15 
or so that braved the rain. We 
had four guys that were sitting 
at the kitchen table telling shop 
stories and they ate 40% of the 
donuts. It won’t be hard to see 
who they were because at the 
April workshop the four will 

have a new holes in their belts to make sure their 
belt does the job.

It wasn’t a total loss though, Doug Turner was 
showing several people how he makes the baby 
rattles on the lathe. Others, were exchanging their 
methods on how they made several of the toys. We 
also made some progress on organizing the storage 
shed by consolidating items that were the same but 
in different containers.

I hope to see plenty of new mahogany toys in the 
coming months made with the wood give away at 
the March Woodturners Meeting. If anyone feels 
they can’t use the pieces they got bring them to one 
of the meetings and a toy maker will make good use 
of it. 

Our next Toy Workshop will be April 7, 2018 at  
Bill’s house from 9am to noon. 

Bill Rogers, Toy 
Chairman
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P.O. Box 1038 
Fullerton CA 92836-8038

OCWoodWorkers.org

MEETING LOCATION  
AND DATES:

Tustin Senior Center 
200 S. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680

Woodworkers’ Meeting 
Thursday, April 5, 7:00 p.m.

Woodturners’ Meeting 
Thursday, April 19, 6:30 p.m.

Board Meeting 
Thursday, April 5, 6:00 p.m.

Please support our sponsors! 

Anderson International 
Trading 
(800) 454-6270 
www.AITWood.com

Deft, Inc. 
www.DeftFinishes.com

Exotic Woods USA 
(631) 651-8651 
www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com

Industrial Blade &  
Products Co. 
www.IndustrialBlade.net

Laguna Tools 
(800) 234-1976 
www.LagunaTools.com

Reel Lumber Service 
(714) 632-1988 
www.ReelLumber.com

Rockler Woodworking  
& Hardware 
(714) 282-1157 
www.Rockler20.com

Woodcraft Supply 
(714) 963-9663  
[(714) 963-WOOD] 
www.Woodcraft.com

FRIENDS OF OCWA

SAWDUSTMONTHLY CHALLENGE

April’s monthly 
challenge will  
be to turn 
something  
small. 

Good luck. 
Tom Borusky

UPCOMING PRO DEMO MAY 5TH
The next all day Pro Demo will be on Saturday, May 5 at Anderson 
International Trading in Anaheim. World class turner John Jordan  
will be the demonstrator. You can register at the next meeting or  
on the club website.


