
It must be OC Fair time again, 
because I have this hankering 
for a corn dog, and a deep 
fried twinky, if they still make 
them, and I can already feel my 
blood pressure going up. My 
doctor would just love to hear 
that, but I digress.

I’m very excited about this 
year’s woodworking show as we have had a record 
number of sign-ups to volunteer for our booth, and 
for docents. We have filled almost eighty per cent of 
the slots available, so we should be very proud of our 
volunteers. Participation is what makes the OCWA such 
a great organization, and I doff my chapeau to you. 

Sarah will be at the July 5th meeting with badges, 
and parking passes, and the Ol’ Prez will be  
passing out Tee Shirts to the volunteers, so be  
sure to be there.

SHOW AND TELL

Be sure to bring something to show and tell, so you 
have a chance at the $25.00 dollar drawing. A couple 
of wins, and you will have taken care of your dues, 
and then some.

SEPTEMBER CONTEST

Don’t forget that we are having a veneering contest 
in September. You can make anything you want as 
long as it is veneered by you, not the Weyerhauser 
Co..  This ought to get your creative juices flowing.

First Prize; $100.00, Second Prize; $75.00, Third 
Prize; $50.00, and Honorable Mention; $25.00.

A REFLECTION

We lost two good men in June in Jim Anderson, 
and Jim Driskell who were both kind, and generous 
people. They both shared their time, and their love 
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for woodworking with so many people that it is  
hard to keep count.

Their passing has had me reflecting about how 
many great people we have in the Orange County 
Woodworkers Association, and all of the knowledge 
available to our membership if they only ask for it.

Losing these valuable members makes it clear to me 
that this knowledge will not be here forever unless 
it is passed on, so please avail yourself of it by using 
our mentors. Not only will you learn something, you 
will also make a new friend.

James Santhon, President

JIM DRISKELL

Long time member, and good friend, Jim Driskell 
passed away in June from complications from 
surgery. He was eighty-three.

I knew Jim for twenty 
years. He was one of 
the first people who 
befriended me when 
I joined the OCWA. 
Jim used to bring his 
classes by my brother’s 
shop, and they would 
watch me turn a 
bedpost for them. 
They all sat on the 
staircase behind the 
lathe, and they called 

it Stadium seating. A few of his students on these 
trips would later join the OCWA, and become 
good members, and very talented woodturners. 

Jim dedicated his life to sharing his knowledge, 
and his love for Woodturning with his students, 
and he will be sorely missed.
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Sawdust & Shavings  
is the monthly newsletter  
of The Orange County  
Woodworkers Association.  
It is published monthly before 
the Woodworkers Meeting. 

Do you have an idea for  
an article, shop tip, or  
tool review? Please send  
articles to: newsletter@
ocwoodworkers.org

Deadline for submissions  
is the Monday after the  
Woodturners meeting.

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWoodWorkers.org

BRADY ZAITOON AND TODD COOPER  
ANGEL CITY LUMBER – MAY SPEAKERS

Our May speakers were Brady Zaitoon and Todd 
Cooper of Angel City Lumber, who showed us how 
Angel City Lumber turns downed urban trees into 
fine lumber instead of landfill.

Angel City Lumber was started when founder Jeff 
Perry was hiking through Griffith Park after a wind 
storm had broken or blown down many large trees.  

Crews from the City of Los Angeles were busy grinding these magnificent 
trees into chips with monster machines. The crew chief told Jeff that 
nearly all of the downed trees in Los Angeles and Orange Counties go 
directly into landfills.

Jeff and a few 
colleagues 
recognized 
there was an 
ecologically 
friendly business 
opportunity. 

They acquired a building in 
the Boyle Heights, a portable 
Lucas Mill bandsaw and 
an electric kiln. Angel City 
Lumber was in business.

The company works closely 
with area arborists, Los 
Angeles City Police and wood 
workers to harvest and make 
beautify lumber from urban 
trees. Famous furniture maker, 

Russ Filbeck told me that Angel City was a “treasure”. It is one of his best 
sources for spectacular wood stock.

Depending upon the situation and steepness of the terrain, up to 50” 
diameter logs can be slabbed on site, or logs can be loaded and trucked 
back to Angel City for processing.  Typically, there is a backlog of 120 to 
175 logs waiting milling. In 2017 Angel City processed an impressive 430 
tons of lumber, but that is less than 1% of the potential supply. 

Logs are slabbed with natural edge and either 9/4 (sold as 8/4) or 6/4 
thickness. Custom milling and drying are available to customers with 
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special requirements. The slabs are stickered and left 
to air dry for a few days which removes much of the 
moisture. Curing is completed in one of two kilns.   
A larger classic warm air kiln with dehydrator requires 
about 12 weeks to fully dry a log, while a smaller, 
more expensive to run, vacuum kiln takes only  
4 weeks. Drying time varies considerably,  
depending upon thickness and wood type. 

Dried slabs are sold directly from the kiln or can be 
fully flattened and straightened with an available 
CNC mill.

Angel City has been growing very quickly, nearly 
doubling in size in 2017.  Today they are just barely 
able to keep up with their log supply and customer 
demand and are looking to increase capacity.

Jerry Knight, Vice-President

JUNE SEAKER: 

Our June speaker 
will be Carl 
Stammerjohn, who 
is the Chairman of 
the Cerritos College 
Woodworking 
Department. Carl will 
talk about the latest 
developments and 
woodworking course 
offerings at Cerritos 
College and will 
present some of his 
own work.  

Carl’s furniture creations feature modern, flowing 
lines, fine veneering and intricate inlay. Perhaps 
Carl’s work will provide some inspiration for your 
own prize-winning entry to OCWA’s September 
challenge: “Make something featuring 
veneering”.

A REMINDER!
NO MEETINGS  

during the month of August.

NEED HELP

John Butler borrowed a #2 Morse Taper Reamer 
from someone.  However, he can’t recall who 
loaned it to him so he can return it.  John will 
be in Alaska for an extended visit please call 
Len Musgrave 714-532-4778 if it is yours and 
I’ll make sure you get it back.
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The turners meeting is always a great social / 
educational event that I look forward to each 
month.  The June 21st meeting was such a meeting.  
Many members brought in their interpretations 
of the monthly challenge, unique platters, bowls 
and even a candle stick holder with lots of variety.  
Good job to all of you who 
participated.  The show 
& tell table had a great 
variety of pieces from hollow 
forms (carved and pierced) 
to segmented vessels, to 
natural edge bowls and 
various woods and even 
manufactured wood.  There 
was a basketball box (say 
what?) some hedgehogs and 
other strange stuff.  Many 
of those pieces will appear 
at the Orange County Fair.  
Good job to all.

Speaking of the OC Fair, 
Sarah Breucop brought 
badges and directions for 
those who will be helping 
at the fair in July/August.  
If your badge was not 
present, she will bring it to 
the meeting on July 5th.  If 
any of you feel able, there are 
still openings on the fair sign 
up sheet on the club website, 
please consider adding your 
name.

The demonstration for the 
evening was presented by Don Winans.  Don gave 
us a brief insight into his background from working 
on cars with his father to becoming interested is 
electronics which was the basis for his career, and 
along the way becoming interested in woodworking.  
Don is a pretty serious “car guy”, so he has 
developed a system of making toy cars from 2 x 4’s.  
It’s a pretty simple system; take a short piece of 2 
x 4, mark a center line lengthwise, mount the 2 x 4 
between centers on the lathe, mark the car’s profile 

(your design) on one side of the 2 x 4, and begin 
turning and cutting towards the profile line.  Don 
says that since he’s got a lot of open air as the 2 x 4 
spins, he likes to turn at a higher speed (about 1800 
rpm); but he says the drawn line is easy to see and 
cutting to that line is pretty easy.  Depending on the 

wood used he either has a lot 
of sanding to do (soft woods), 
or less with hardwoods.  Don 
showed us how to drill square 
holes for axles using a hand held 
drill, and he talked about other 
means of woodwork using simple 
hand tools.  Don also talked 
about applying glue into the 
hole for the wheel axle instead 
of on the axle itself thereby 
keeping the wheel free of glue.  
Don had other ideas for keeping 
things simple and using hand 
tools.  Don also brought a nice 
assortment of toy cars - in pairs, 
because you get two when you 
turn the 2 x 4, some were painted 
and some were natural, all of 
them were precious.  Good Job 
Don, Thank You.

The demonstrator for the July 
19th meeting will be our pen 

program chairman, Gary Phipps.

Len Musgrave missed the meeting 
because he was under the weather.  
The rest of us were at a loss as to 
how to setup the audio equipment.  If 
anyone out there knows a little about 

audio/video it would be great to have you volunteer 
to help set up the equipment with Len in the future 
and act as a backup and or permanent assistant.

Les Rogers reported that John Marshall seems to be 
getting weaker.  We’re keeping John in our thoughts 
and wish he and his wife, Janet, the best.

Be safe and have fun turning.  See you at the Fair.

Ross Gilroy

WOODTURNERS’ SHAVINGS
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SAWDUSTREMEMBERING A MARINE HERO

Jim Anderson’s Memorial and Interment at Miramar 
Marine Cemetery on the first of June was a fitting 
tribute for a Purple Heart Marine Veteran who spent 
twenty-three years serving our country.  It was a 
beautiful clear day and at least a hundred  people 
were there including fifteen from the OCWA who 
made the trip to San Diego to see Jim join his late 
wife Margaret in everlasting peace.  

The tribute started with two of his six Son’s relating 
some stories about their Father and what it was like 
growing up with a Marine Father and later with a true 
businessman.  It was followed by some words from 
his best friend who was also a business owner and 
their relationship over forty years.  Then the Marines 
took over and a twelve man squad of full dress 
Marines formed up and a twenty one gun salute was 
heard.  Then seven Marines in cadence marched in 
front and picked up the 
folded flag from in front of 
Jim’s urn and unferreld it 
and a single Marine played 
taps.  It sent a chill down 
my spine as it did to many 
in the crowd.  Then the 
Marines carefully refolded 

the flag and presented it to Jim’s 
oldest Son.  Then a gentleman from 
the Marine contingent said to look to 
you left and two FA-18’s Fighter Jets 
flew over the group at five hundred 
feet and made climbing right turn at 
full power.  That sealed the send off 
for Jim.

The reception at Jim’s fifty acre 
ranch in Escondido was very nice 
and we had a chance to meet many 
of his friends and hear many great 
stories about Jim’s life and family.  
The OCWA will miss Jim and his 
contribution to the Association and 
we hope Erik, Mark, Steve, Karl, 

Paul and James will continue their support of the 
Association in memory of Jim.

Len Musgrave
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MONTHLY CHALLENGE

The Challenge for 
July will be turning a 
pair of cars like 
Don’s.  You can add 
wheels and finish 
them or let the toy 
project complete 
them by adding 
wheels and axles.  
We will expand the 
Challenge to include any project that involves turning while the tool is 
cutting mostly air (any project that involves turning while the tool is 
cutting 50% or so air).
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TOY STORY 

With graduations over for another year we were able to get back 
to business on Saturday June 16th.  Despite being delayed a week 
we had a good group of 32 people who were eager to get down to 
work.  Len took several boxes of dogs, ducks, kangaroo, grasshopper  
and car bodies home to spray a week earlier and got us caught up 
with some of the spraying.  At Saturday’s workshop we were able to 
spray and finish over  60 keepsake boxes and other items.  Ed had 
his group assembling keepsake boxes and then the crew began 
working on other items.  At one point we needed more help sanding 
between coats when Victor a first time attendee walked in 
and we grab him and put him to work before he was able 

to see what was going on.  We also replaced the heavy particle board tables with 
light weight plastic ones we had at Laguna Tools.  What a difference they made 
in set up and breakdown, now even the sixty year olds can help with set up and 
breakdown.  There were several groups assembling pull toys with legs, wheels 
and eyes.  You have to keep your wits about you when assembling the pull toys to 
make sure you assemble them correctly.  It is a real pain to give a handicap sticker 
to a child when his pull toys has a leg that was installed backwards.

Our next Toy Workshop will be July 7th, 2018 at Bill’s house from 9am to noon.  

Bill Rogers, Toy Chairman
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MEETING LOCATION  
AND DATES:

Tustin Senior Center 
200 S. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680

Woodworkers’ Meeting 
Thursday, July 5, 7:00 p.m.

Woodturners’ Meeting 
Thursday, July 19, 6:30 p.m.

Board Meeting 
Thursday, July 5, 6:00 p.m.

Please support our sponsors! 

Anderson International 
Trading 
(800) 454-6270 
www.AITWood.com

Deft, Inc. 
www.DeftFinishes.com

Exotic Woods USA 
(631) 651-8651 
www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com

Industrial Blade &  
Products Co. 
www.IndustrialBlade.net

Laguna Tools 
(800) 234-1976 
www.LagunaTools.com

Reel Lumber Service 
(714) 632-1988 
www.ReelLumber.com

Rockler Woodworking  
& Hardware 
(714) 282-1157 
www.Rockler20.com

Woodcraft Supply 
(714) 963-9663  
[(714) 963-WOOD] 
www.Woodcraft.com

FRIENDS OF OCWA

SAWDUSTPEN PROGRAM – SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

Hello and thanks for reading.

As mentioned at the meetings, 
I'm looking for help in finding 
organizations supporting veteran 
that I could consider for our pen 
distribution program. Just forward 
a contact number to me, via e-mail 
and I'll do the rest.

I'm giving the demo on pen turning in July at the Turner’s 
meeting and wish for the pen turners to bring any and all 
questions including MISTAKES and I’ll let you know what 
happened when I did the same thing.

Unless you have started from the tree and made a pen, 
you haven’t turned a complete pen yet. Also why do the 
acrylics blow out? And for fun, I will try to turn a pen with 
the largest tools.

Keep turning and remember  
“NEVER WRITE WITH AN UGLY PEN!” 
Gary Phipps, Chairman, Support Our Troops Pen Program

OCWA is now registered with AmazonSmiles 
which allows OCWA eligible to receive a 
.5% donation from all eligible purchases 
through the AmazonSmiles.com. If you'd 
like to participate, simply go onto Amazon.
com, search and click on AmazonSmile, 
and once on the AmazonSmiles site select 
Orange County Woodworkers from the list 
of charities. There is no need to change 
settings – all your account info/settings 
remain the same. You'll have access to the 
same products as found on Amazon.com. 
Thank you for participating.

For more information please contact  
Ralph Crowther.


