
We had another successful 
annual fund raising auction 
at our October meeting in 
that we raised $4,750 dollars, 
and I would like to thank 
our membership for their 
generosity, and commitment  
to the OCWA.

I would also like to thank 
our great auctioneer, Mr. 

Craig Chambers, and our auction organizers, 
Mr. Larry Marley, Mr. Al Missbrenner, Mr. Ralph 
Crowther, Mr. Frank Andrews, Mr. Richard Kalman, 
Mr. Len Musgrave, and Mr. Gary Phipps. I hope 
I remembered everybody, but if I didn’t please 
consider yourself thanked. These folks did a  
fantastic job. 
 

ELECTION

We will be having our annual 
election at the November 
general meeting, and the 
nominees are as follows: 
President – James 
Santhon; Vice President 
– Jerry Knight; Treasurer 
– Ralph Crowther; Secretary – Gary 
Phipps; Directors at large – Al Missbrenner,  
Isha Grinenko, and Don Tillotson.

We do not have a nominee for the Board 
position of Director of Public Affairs, and we 
could use another Director at Large. 

After the nominees are presented we will open 
the floor to nominations to those who would 
like to challenge for these positions. Be sure to 
ask the person you nominate if he, or she wants 
to run for a position on the Board of Directors as 
to avoid any embarrassment that would ensue if 
they didn’t want to run.
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NEWSLETTER

Our wonderful Newsletter editor, Ms Isha Grinenko, 
has informed me that 2019 will be her last year as 
our Newsletter editor, so I am proposing that we find 
a member to be her assistant for the year 2019 with 
an eye on taking over the position for the year 2020. 
If you would be interested please contact Isha, or 
me. You couldn’t find a better mentor than Isha to 
prepare you for learning the job.

TOY PROGRAM CHAIRMAN

After more than twenty years heading the Christmas 
Toy Program for the OCWA Mr. Bill Rogers will be 
stepping down as our Toy Committee Chairman at 
the end of this year.

This is a very important Program for the OCWA, 
so we need a member, or members to take up the 
mantle, and continue the work of making the lives 
of so many at risk kids a little brighter at Christmas 
time.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Our annual Christmas dinner, and awards banquet 
will be on December 14, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the  
big room at the Tustin Senior Center.

It is a pot luck affair with the OCWA supplying the 
entrees, and the membership supplying the side 
dishes, deserts, or in lieu of a side dish a donation  
of $10.00 dollars per couple will be accepted.

You will be able to register for this event online 
at our website ocwoodworkers.org in November. 
There will not be a meeting on the first Thursday of 
December.

SHOW AND TELL

Don’t forget about our show and tell drawing. Bring 
in a show and tell piece, get a ticket, and maybe you 
will win $25.00 bucks. What a deal.

James Santhon, President
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ORANGE COUNTY  
WOODWORKERS  
2018 Board of Directors

James Santhon, President

Jerry Knight, Vice-President 

Frank Andrews, Secretary

Ralph Crowther, Treasurer

Isha Grinenko,  
Director Public Affairs

Gary Phipps, 
Support Our Troops 
Pen Program 

Alfred Missbrenner,  
Director at Large

Don Tillotson,  
Director at Large

Steven Jackson,  
Woodturners President

Contributing photographer:
Len Musgrave 
Jerry Knight

Sawdust & Shavings  
is the monthly newsletter  
of The Orange County  
Woodworkers Association.  
It is published monthly before 
the Woodworkers Meeting. 

Do you have an idea for  
an article, shop tip, or  
tool review? Please send  
articles to: newsletter@
ocwoodworkers.org

Deadline for submissions  
is the Monday after the  
Woodturners meeting.

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWoodWorkers.org

OCTOBER ANNUAL AUCTION

Our Annual Fundraising Auction was held on 
October 4, 2018 in the main meeting room at 
Tustin Senior Center, led by our own auctioneer, 
Craig Chambers. Over 50 members participated by 
donating, buying and selling. Together we raised 
nearly $5000 to support the Club’s Toy and Pen 
programs. If you didn’t participate, you missed an 
opportunity to get some good stuff at a good price 
or to clean up your shop by getting rid of some of 

those items that have been laying around, unused for years. 

The selling floor was organized into 3 main areas. The West wall was 
the site for small, lower cost items ranging from $5 to $25. Most of the 
auction items were displayed along the North and East walls, surrounding 
the bidding gallery, and the Silent auction items were displayed on the 
East end of the North wall.

Some of the very best bargains were found at the small-items tables. 
Items that really caught my eye were gallon jugs of Achorseal Greenwood 
sealer for $5 ($37 retail), A box of about 30 medium-to-large adjustable 
hose clamps for $5, nail pullers 2/$5, Stanley Block plane $15 and many 
more. Of course, the best stuff was snatched up right away, but the prices 
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PEN PROGRAM – SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

NOVEMBER SEAKER:  
Carl Stammerjohn, Chairman 

of the Cerritos College 
Woodworking Department. 

Carl will be returning to 
OCWA in November to 

demonstrating his renown 
veneering techniques.

kept dropping until the last remaining items were given away free at the 
end of the meeting. If you didn’t get several bargains, it’s your own fault.

There was an amazing array of items available at the live auction. 
Many of the demonstrators at our Regular, Turners and Masters 
Demonstrations donated their work, most signed. What a great 
opportunity to get an elite piece at a great price! 

We offer special thanks to long-term supporter Rockler Woodworking 
for donating an array of glue-up products, clamps, fine quality wood 
blanks and much more.

Some of the most hotly contested auctions were several lightly used Lie-
Nielsen hand planes that were donated by Randal Sumi. I believe this 
donation alone resulted in nearly $1000 of final bids.

There were many other great items auctioned: fine quality walnut and 
maple lumber, power tools, turning blanks, hand-made wood items, 
non-wood handicrafts, the ever-popular baked goods, woodworking 
supplies and many more.

Jerry Knight, Vice President

HELLO PEN TURNERS

I want to thank everyone for your turning 
help, especially at the end of the year.

I want to emphasize a few fine points: 

1.  The transitions at the tip and middle 
ring should be tapered and smooth.

2.  Ring alignment in the center must be 
parallel to the distal and proximal ends, 
not wavy.

3.  We strive for a smooth surface that is: 
220 grit or better and a final coat of CA 
or wax.

4.  Remember to turn your crossgrain with 
a sharp gouge, no tearing.

5.  Careful in assembly, pens should not 
write when the refill is retracted.

6.  Always submit all pens with OCWA 
labels and your name.

I do my best to quality control, but each 
turner is the best at evaluating his own 
work keeping in mind where it is going 
and to whom it will be given!

THANKS

Keep turning and remember  
“Never Write With an Ugly Pen!” 
Gary Phipps, Chairman,  
Support Our Troops Pen Program 
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

•   Professional Turners scheduled for Saturday 
Demonstrations in 2019 - Mike Mahoney, 
Hans Weissflog and Sally Ault. Anderson 
International may not be available in the 
future for the Sat Demos. If you have any 
ideas or suggestions as a replacement facility, 
please contact one of the board members.

•   Toy Program – 3,770 toys made to date. Bill 
Rogers, the toy chairman, is ready to 
step down. If you have an interest in 
leading this function, please contact Bill.

•   Pen Program – approximately 2,000 pens 
delivered to date. Three hundred were 
provided for the Field of Valor display 
recently.

•   Library – The full Wood Magazine Library, 
beginning in 1984, has been added and 
is available for check out.

•   Steve Jackson stressed the general 
safety rule that if you are not comfortable 
with a process, don’t do it. A member 
was injured at home while working on the 
curved spatula challenge shown at last 
month’s demonstration.

The demonstrator for the evening was Ken Cowell. 
The subject was shape/form and bowl design. Ken 
suggested that it is worthwhile to spend the time 
searching the web for Wood Bowl Design. Find a 
design that is pleasing to you and work from there. 
“It must look good and also feel good.” Those that 
have been around for a while know that Ken’s feel 
good seldom exceeds an eighth inch.

Ken started off with an Olive blank that had been cut 
round on a band saw. The blank was sapwood, wet 
and still had the bark attached. He had previously 
used a wood circle as a guide to cut the blank to 
size and locate the center for mounting a faceplate. 
Ken started shaping the outside form of the bowl 
using a 5/8 bowl gouge with 40/40 grind, starting 
from the center and moving out. The speed looked 

conservative since he was removing the bark with the 
first few passes. Flying bark pieces are unpredictable 
and uncomfortable.

As the outside shape was being refined, Ken 
asked for audience input in the reshaping process. 
He maintained good control as I could imagine 
the finished product of a “bowl by committee”. 
A scraper was used for the final surface finish 
as sandpaper in the finer grits tends to become 
ineffective almost immediately.

A tenon was turned and the bowl was 
secured in a lathe chuck to work on the 
inside profile. The bulk of the waste 
wood was removed from the interior. 
The final shape and thickness was 
completed in half inch increments as 
Ken used a bowl gouge and scraper to 
proceed down the inside of the bowl. 
The steps are completed in sequence 
as there is no going back once the next 
step is being performed. Thin wet olive 
will dry and warp almost immediately. 
A figure 8 caliper was used to measure 

wall thickness. Ken looked at the gap, initially, and 
then placed his thumb and finger over the gap and 
noted the movement in his fingers as he traversed 
down the side wall. The use of a back lit source 
that indicates relative thickness in the translucent 
properties of wet wood was also demonstrated.

To finish the bottom or foot of the bowl, Ken used 
his plywood version of a Cole Jaw Chuck. The design 
is similar but 4 replaceable blocks are secured with 
wood screws and the clamping O.D. and depth of 
the step is cut in the blocks to fit the bowl. There 
were numerous screw holes where the blocks had 
been repositioned and/or replaced to accommodate 
the bowls he has turned during the last 10-15 years. 
Clever design and implementation. 

Almost forgot, bowls and flat bottoms are not 
compatible.

Thanks, Ken! Very informative and good show with 
the olive ribbons.

Joe Kaufman
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TOY STORY

I have identified the mystery relief spray person that 
was mentioned in last month’s newsletter as John 
White. John was the relief sprayer to allow Len and 
John Butler to regain some feeling in their trigger 
finger after several hours of spraying. Ed’s group 
assembled 40 keepsake boxes and we got the first 
coat on them and we have to sand and finish them 
at the November workshop. We sprayed about 30 
Bogie Coasters and various parts for several other 
toys. Harvey Carr who passed away earlier this year made hundreds of ducks with a 

push stick back in the day and we have continued his legacy as you can see in the photos. The group was 
assembling over 75 ducks in Harvey tradition. Jeff Bennett gave us a load of rough sawn 4 quarter white oak 
and maple and five guys were buy using my planner to get it planned down so it can be used to make more 
toys. If any of you are looking to purchase a good planner those five guys recommend the Powermatic 15 inch 
with Helical Cutter Head with 74 carbide inserts Model 15 HP is the way to go. I will admit it’s a little pricey at 
3,100 dollars but it’s a great tool.

Our last Toy Workshop for 2018 will be Nov. 3rd, at Bill’s house from 9am to noon. 

Bill Rogers, Toy Chairman
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MONTHLY CHALLENGE
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Ken gave the challenge for December to complete a 
shape that you haven’t done before and, of course, 
make it thin. If you happen to get the I.D. and O.D. 
dimensions reversed, bring it in also.



NEW MEMBERS
A big welcome to all new members. 

The following list includes new members which have 
joined this past month, in the order of joining.

Brett Van Sledright – Costa Mesa 
Ellie Johnson – Orange 
Mike Ward – Fullerton
John Murray – La Mirada
John Jones – Anaheim

P.O. Box 1038 
Fullerton CA 92836-8038

OCWoodWorkers.org

MEETING LOCATION  
AND DATES:

Tustin Senior Center 
200 S. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680

Woodworkers’ Meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 1, 7:00 p.m.

Woodturners’ Meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 15, 6:30 p.m.

Board Meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 1, 6:00 p.m.

Please support our sponsors! 

Anderson International Trading – (800) 454-6270 • www.AITWood.com

Austin Hardwoods & Hardware – (714) 953-4000  
www.austinhardwoodsonline.com

Exotic Woods USA – (631) 651-8651 • www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com

Industrial Blade & Products Co. • www.IndustrialBlade.net

Laguna Tools – (800) 234-1976 • www.LagunaTools.com

OC Lumber – (714) 556-1774 • www.oclumber.com/ 

Reel Lumber Service – (714) 632-1988 • www.ReelLumber.com

Rockler Woodworking & Hardware – (714) 282-1157 
www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/orange-store

Woodcraft Supply – (714) 963-9663 [(714) 963-WOOD] 
 www.Woodcraft.com

FRIENDS OF OCWA


