
I’ve told this story before, 
but it’s a significant part of 
who I am today, although I 
didn’t know it at the time, but 
hindsight, it is said, is twenty-
twenty.

When I was seven years old 
my father passed away leaving 
my mother with a mountain of 

debt, and four young boys to take care of.

My mother had to work two jobs, and she also went 
to school at night, which didn’t leave a whole lot of 
time to be with her sons, but we never went hungry, 
we had a roof over our heads, shoes on our feet,  
and we were always loved.

My brothers, and I were latch key kids, but we  
were basically baby sat by the YMCA where we 
would hang out after school until my mother would 
come home.

The counselors at the “Y” became very important 
to my brothers, and me, and to many other single 
parent kids. These counselors knew of the tough 
financial situations of all these boys, so at Christmas 
they took my brothers, me, and a number of 
other boys on a shopping spree at the Broadway 
department store, making sure we had something  
to smile about at Christmas time.

For a long time I never shared this story, because 
I was ashamed to have had to accept the charity 
of others. I share this story now, because I want 
our members to know that what we do with our 
Christmas Toy Program, and our support our troops 
Pen Program can have a long term positive impact 
on young people’s lives. In this our hard work is 
rewarded in many ways that we may never know, and 
I also want you know how proud I am to be affiliated 
with such a dedicated, and generous group.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY

We will be having our annual Christmas Party on the 
second Friday of December in the big room at the 
Tustin Senior Center. 

This is a members only event, and each member may 
have one guest. It is a pot-luck affair with the OCWA 
providing the entrées, and members supplying 
the side dishes, and desserts. If you’re not inclined 
towards culinary pursuits you may donate $10.00 
dollars in lieu of a side dish.

There will be door prizes, and a gift exchange, which 
we suggest should not be over $25.00 dollars, or you 
can make something, which is always well received.

Please sign up soon on our website, so we know  
how much food to order.

James Santhon, President

PLEASE NOTE:
THERE WILL NOT BE  

A REGULAR MEETING ON THE  
FIRST THURSDAY OF DECEMBER.

BILL BARHET

We are saddened by the 
passing of Bill Barhet who 
was a long time member, 
mentor, and friend to all.

He died at home 
surrounded by his loving 
family, and he will be 

missed by all those who knew him. Rest in 
Peace Bill.
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WOODWORKERS’ SAWDUST
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Sawdust & Shavings  
is the monthly newsletter  
of The Orange County  
Woodworkers Association.  
It is published monthly before 
the Woodworkers Meeting. 

Do you have an idea for  
an article, shop tip, or  
tool review? Please send  
articles to: newsletter@
ocwoodworkers.org

Deadline for submissions  
is the Monday after the  
Woodturners meeting.

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWoodWorkers.org

Our November speaker was Cliff Trimble who 
teaches classes on making period furniture with 
classic hand tool techniques at Cerritos College.  
Cliff is a member of Society of Period Furniture 
Makers and regularly gives classes and demos on 
making classic furniture, particularly Windsor Chairs. 

Cliff was a Peace Officer in Brea, California until he 
retired in the late 1990s.  As retirement approached 
Cliff started looking around for a second career/

advocation. Since he had always enjoyed woodworking, Cliff’s wife 
enrolled him in a 1-week class at Mike Dunbar’s school.  After taking 
several more classes from various prominent instructors Cliff was hooked 
on making fine furniture with classic hand tool techniques, and as the 
say, the rest is history.  He currently teaches several classes on hand tool 
techniques and making classic furniture at Cerritos College.

For his presentation Cliff chose to make a fan-shaped wood inlay, like 
those commonly seen on Federal Style tables and desks. The fan petals 
were made from curly maple and the background was ebonized (died 

black) maple. All veneer was 
40/1000 thick and his only tools 
were hot sand, a sharp knife, an 
angle template and a classic beading 
chisel. 

The maple fan petals start as 
rectangles from a matched fletch of 
curly maple. The orientation of each 
petal is carefully marked so that grain 
matching can be preserved. 

To start, the rectangles should 
be slightly larger than the target 
petal width and length to allow for 
trimming and sanding.  Next, the 

edge of each rectangle is blackened my placing the wedge into very 
hot sand with temperature at least 250 F.  Always make a few extra petal 
blanks, just in case.

Cliff next trims each of the burnt edges with an Exacto knife and a straight 
edge so the shading looks just right. After trimming, the freshly cut edge 
is sanded square and smooth by rubbing it against a flat, vertical sanding 
block. Once the colored edge is perfected the overall shape of the petal 
is finalized by using a triangular guide with a perfect apex angle.  The 
pictured triangle has a 15-degree apex for a 12-piece half-circle fan. All 
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cutting is done with an Exacto knife 
held vertically. And, all cut edges 
are perfected by rubbing the edge 
against the sanding block.

After the petals are prepared, 
they are assembled, good-side-
down onto a piece of construction 
paper.  The edges are pulled tight 
by stretching blue painters glue 
across at least two places on each 
joint.  The stretch of the blue tape is 
sufficient to act as a clamp to draw 
the petal edges together.

When the fan is assembled, it is flipped to best-side-up and each joint 
is secured with veneering tape and the blue tape is removed. (Cliff 
cautions that you will forget and leave the blue tape on when you 
glue in the fan unless you are extra careful. Sounded like the voice of 
experience to me.)

The top edge of the fan is trimmed and fitted to the background by 
securing the assembled fan, good-side-down, on top of a sheet of the 
background veneer. The top edge of the petal is completed by cutting 
through both the fan and the background veneer with a single blow 
from a sharp chisel held vertically. Cliff prefers a rounded gouge so as to 
achieve a scalloped edge. A straight edge works also. Since the gouge 
is held vertically and the curf is very small the fan and background fit 
together seamlessly.

Jerry Knight, Vice-president 

UPCOMING MEETINGS

The December club meeting will be preempted by our annual 
Christmas Pot Luck on Friday, December 13 in the main room at 
Tustin Area Senior Center. I hope to see you there.

Our club President, James Santhon and I will lead a presentation 
about shop safety at our January 2, 2020 meeting. We hope to have 
some good videos and samples of shop safety gear.

Please plan to bring in the safety gear and jigs that you use to 
improve safety in your shop. All participants in the show and tell will 
be eligible for prizes. We are hoping for a strong participation, so, 
bring in your favorite push stick, face shield, dust mask, cross cut 
sled, V-block, small piece clamp … whatever. Let’s help everyone 
start the new year on a safe note.
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WOODTURNERS’ SHAVINGS

This month we were given a 
glimpse into the world of Andy 
Goldman, OG (and likely OCD) 
woodturner. He is one of the 
original members of OCWA, 
going all the way back to the 
second meeting. While he started 
turning in the early ‘80s, and was 
quite successful at it, after 20 
years it was time for a break.

The thing that brought him 
back to woodturning, and 
the main topic of his talk, was 
open segmented work. (In this 
context, “open” means there 
is an open space between 
individual segments.) At first, 
he constructed pieces using 
patterns that other people 
have published. This gave him 
a chance to fine tune his tools 
and techniques. He now does 
original designs that just come to 
him. When he sells a piece, the 

payment is done 
as a donation 
to a charity. (An 
accountant would 
know who is 
entitled to deduct 
the amount.)

The design 
methods he 
uses are taken 
from Bill Smith, 
and start with a 
staggered grid 
that represents 
the rings. At 
first, Andy used colored pencils, 
but quickly found the cost of 
erasers added up. Now he 
does things on a computer with 
Microsoft Paint. (Yes, there are 
other programs you could use. 
They just tend to cost more 
than Paint, which is built into 
Windows.) Segment angles are 
calculated like you would expect. 
He then cuts the segments on 
his table saw. One thing to be 
careful of when cutting small 
parts is keeping them clear of 
the blade. Andy does this with a 
combination of a zero-clearance 
plate that has a ramp on the 
cutoff side and a scratch awl 
that uses to guide the cut parts 
away from the blade. However 
you choose to do this, be sure to 
keep your fingers away from the 
blade. After each set segments 
is cut, he puts them into zip-top 
bags for organization.

One of the things that helps 
Andy’s work stand out is his 
meticulous attention to detail, 
and it’s during assembly that 
it begins to really show. This 

is done with a jig that has an 
alignment plate above an 
indexed work holder. Each 
segment is carefully daubed with 
glue and placed individually. Any 
squeeze-out gets cleaned with 
dental picks, normally made for 
cleaning one’s teeth. Every 4 or 
5 rings, he’ll mount things on the 
lathe and true up the top ring 
with a sanding board.

When everything is glued 
together, the final form can be 
turned on the lathe. As these 
works can be rather delicate, 
small bites are the order of the 
day. If you use a gouge this is 
doubly so. A decent scraper with 
a good burr on it offers a more 
controlled cut and is generally 
more forgiving. Andy generally 
aims for a wall thickness around a 
quarter inch. The finish you use is 
up to personal preference. 

That’s pretty much all there is to 
it. Go have fun, stay safe, and 
make lots of shavings.

Chuck Phillips
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SHOW AND TELL

MONTHLY CHALLENGE

The Challenge tables will have items from the November Challenge 
and the December Challenge, as well as any makeup pieces. I 
expect all the tables to be full - so for all of you guys bringing in 
your work next month. 

Our presenter last month was Andy Goldman. His Powerpoint 
presentation was all about segmented vessels. So the December 
Ironman Challenge will be to construct and turn a segmented 
piece.

THIS SEASON BRINGS 
US THOUGHTS OF 
THANKFULNESS
I'm especially thankful for the 
support everyone in OCWA has 
given me – from contributing 
articles to taking and sending 
photos for the newsletter...it has 
made my job that much easier. It's 
been a pleasure so much fun 
being your Director of Public 
Relations for the past three years, 
but now it is time to pass the torch 
onto a new Director. Please 
welcome and give your support to 
Allan Lamonte - I'm confident that 
he will do a great job.  
 
With great respect to all,  
Isha Grinenko
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SAWDUSTTOY STORY

WOWSER!! 

What a month 
we had in 
November.  
Our monthly 
work party had 
a turnout of 
40 Toymakers 
finishing up 
toys prior to 

distribution day. Our plans to lay 
our wares outside on a bright, 
sunny Friday were doused (sic) by 
the weatherman. The prediction 
of rain for Friday was on again, 
off again all week, so the decision 
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was made to lay it all out in my 
garage and just make do. A trusty 
cadre turned out Wednesday 
to set up and after arranging 
tables and pulling toys out of 
storage, we did a test run of the 
system. Before days end we had 
pulled the orders for half of the 
non-profits we serve. Special 
thanks go out to Rich Kalman, 
Greg Schulz, Kathy Koukl, Len 
Musgrave, Bill and Margaret 
Hogarth and Bill Rogers for their 
set-up efforts and to Jeff Rogers 
for his computer work setting up 
our orders and providing labels 
and letters for our boxes.  
Strong Work!

Come Friday, our Toymakers 
enjoyed  breakfast at Flappy 
Jack’s restaurant and then 
moseyed on over to my house 
to pull toys for their charities.  
Kudos to all for their patience 
and efforts to make a success  
out of a less than ideal situation.

Now from my pile of sawdust 
to yours, a sincere thanks for a 
wonderful year and best wishes 
for a safe and happy holiday 
season.  See you in January.

Ken “Doc” Crandall,  
Toy Chairman
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WOODTURNERS CONTEST

The 2019 Woodturners Contest, held 
on Thursday, November 21, was a 
great success. Thirty two separate 
club members participated, entering 
90 items in 5 contests. That is an 
outstanding performance. The quality 
and variety of the entries improves 
each year and this year was no 
exception. Good job everyone.

To make a successful event takes many 
hands. The helpers were many: Len 
Musgrave (as always), ElJay Overholt, 
Tom Mills, Scott MacGillivray, Pepe 
Ulloa, Tom Borusky, Tony Eid, Mike 
Taylor, Chuck Phillips, Ralph Crowther, 
Roy Reaser, John Sobota and our 
president Jerry Nininger.
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WOODTURNERS CONTEST WINNERS

The Beginners Contest winners are:  Pat Weiser, 
Honorable Mention;  John Simons, 3rd Place;   
John Murray, 2nd Place;  Holger Paetau, 1st Place.

Solid Wood Contest winners are:  Len Musgrave, 
Honorable Mention;  Chuck Phillips, 3rd Place;  Roy 
Reaser, 2nd Place;  Joe Kaufman, 1st Place.

Embellished Contest winners are:  Chuck Phillips, 
Honorable Mention;  Bill Haskell, 3rd Place;  Bruce 
Lewellyn, 2nd Place;  Ken Cowell, 1st Place.

The Best Of 
Show award 
went to Ken 
Cowell for his 
Basket Illusion.

We want to acknowledge the great 
effort put forth by the judges.  
Sally Ault, Karen Freitas and Doug 
Buddenhagen are all exceptional 
woodturners with many years of 
experience. They came to us from 
the San Diego Woodturners club. 
Many thanks for their help.

Pen Contest winners are:  Robert Bilevich, 
Honorable Mention;  Ralph Crowther, 3rd Place;   
Les Rogers, 2nd Place; John Sobota 1st Place.

Segmented Contest winners are:  Roger Wollam, 
Honorable Mention;  Len Musgrave, 3rd Place;  Jim 
Graham, 2nd Place;  Craig Elliot, 1st Place.



MEETING LOCATION  
AND DATES:

Tustin Senior Center 
200 S. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680

No Woodworkers’ Meeting

Christmas Dinner 
Friday, Dec. 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Woodturners’ Meeting 
Thursday Dec. 19, 6:30 p.m.

No Board Meeting

P.O. Box 1038 
Fullerton CA 92836-8038

OCWoodWorkers.org

Please support our sponsors! 

Anderson International Trading – (800) 454-6270 • www.AITWood.com

Austin Hardwoods & Hardware – (714) 953-4000  
www.austinhardwoodsonline.com

Exotic Woods USA – (631) 651-8651 • www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com

Industrial Blade & Products Co. • www.IndustrialBlade.net

Laguna Tools – (800) 234-1976 • www.LagunaTools.com

OC Lumber – (714) 556-1774 • www.oclumber.com/ 

Reel Lumber Service – (714) 632-1988 • www.ReelLumber.com

Rockler Woodworking & Hardware – (714) 282-1157 
www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/orange-store

Woodcraft Supply – (714) 963-9663 [(714) 963-WOOD] 
 www.Woodcraft.com

FRIENDS OF OCWA

NEW MEMBERS

Speranza Penn, Buena Park
Jim Peterson, Tustin

Tracy Jackson, Villa Park
Sean Allen, La Mirada

Gordon Oelkers, Placentia

OCWA is now registered with 
AmazonSmiles which allows 
OCWA eligible to receive a 
.5% donation from all eligible 

purchases through the AmazonSmiles.com. If you'd like to 
participate, simply go onto Amazon.com, search and click on 
AmazonSmiles, and once on the AmazonSmiles' site select 
Orange County Woodworkers from the list of charities. There 
is no need to change settings – all your account info/settings 
remain the same. You'll have access to the same products as 
found on Amazon.com. Thank you for participating.

For more information please contact Ralph Crowther.


