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 Show and Tell

     Our show and tell table has 
been kind of sparse lately, so I'm 
reminding our members that there 
is a show and tell drawing after 
everyone shows off their hard 
work. You could go home with 
some dough, so bring something 
to keep us entertained, and you 
could be well rewarded.

 Mentors List

     I've been asked lately about 
mentorship, and my reply has 
been that we do have a Mentor List 
in the members section of our 
website: ocwoodworkers.org. 
Please take advantage of it. These 
folks are very willing lend a 
helping hand.

     Also if you have any expertise 
that you are willing to share with 
others please add your name to 
the list, or contact our Mentorship 
Chair Mr. Fred Willmott. He will be 
happy to set you up. 

     See you at the next event.  
   
James Santhon, President

February 2020

     We started off 
2020 with a bang, 
and a safety 
meeting. We didn't 
show one gross 
video, so hopefully 
we didn't scare off

any new woodworkers. We do, 
however, take safety very seriously, 
and we highly recommend any novice 
woodworkers get as much instruction 
as possible on the safe use of their 
equipment. Our goal is to have an 
accident free 2020, so please take 
your safety seriously.

March Contest

     At our March general meeting we 
will be having a cutting board contest. 
The boards can be any size and any 
wood, but they should be food safe, 
and laminated with waterproof glue.

     CASH Prizes! First Prize: $100.00, 
Second Prize: $75.00, Third Prize: 
$50.00, and Honorable Mention: 
$25.00. Looking forward to seeing 
how creative you can be with a cutting 
board.
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“SAFETY IN THE WOODSHOP” MEETING ON 
01/02/20

The major points that I would like everyone to 
remember for the new year are:

1.  Hearing and eye injuries are the most common 
injuries sustained when working with and 
around power tools.  Always wear eye 
protection and use ear plugs if you are working 
around loud machinery, or if you work with any 
power tool for more than 1 hour.

2.  Table saws and circular saws cause more 
serious cut and impact injuries than any other 
tool in you shop.  Always take precautions to 
keep hands away from the blade and to prevent 
kick-back.  Use push sticks, cross-cut sleds, 
kerf knives and safety jigs whenever possible.

Work safe and have a great time woodworking in 
2020.

Jerry Knight, Vice-President
 

WOODWORKER’S MEETING PRESENTATION 
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 Upcoming Presentations:

The speaker for our February 6, 2020, meeting will be our own David Stoler, who will be talking 
about woodworking adhesives and glue-ups. 

Our March 5 speaker will be Steven Masek who will talk about repairing antique veneer and 
antique wooden cabinet radios.

Jimmy Clewes Demonstration 

  Originally from the north of England, now a 
resident of Las Vegas, Jimmy Clewes is one of the 
most popular and informative turning 
demonstrators active today. It was six years ago 
that he last demonstrated with us. He provides 
real variety in his demonstrations, showing his 
techniques with bowls, platters, boxes, color, 
surface augmentation, fire; something for 
everyone.  

His charming British style, unending wit, creative 
mind and magnetic personality are only some of 
the  attributes  that  make  him  popular  in  the 
woodturning  demonstration  circuit  he  travels  all 
over the world.

  
 
  
  
 

DEMONSTRATION 
DATE: Saturday, March 
28, 9:00am to 4:00pm. 
$40 (includes coffee, 
donuts, and lunch). The 
demonstration venue is 
yet to be determined. 
Sign up on the OCW 
website: 
http://
ocwodworkers.org/  

You may want to bring 
your own chair 
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January got 2020 off to a great start. 40 enthusiastic toymakers showed up 
ready to work. Rex Bullock provided 134 basketball games to be sprayed with 
lacquer. Then balls, spoons, and instructions were attached and they were 
readied for storage. Yours truly tested the patience of the faithful with 1,000 
small parts that needed drilling and touch-up sanding. Doug Turner brought 
his classic snake puzzle and Don Winans’ group sanded them to get them 
ready for paint. Ed Smet's usual crew assembled keepsake boxes and sent 
them off for clear coat. All in all a very productive outing.

See you all again on February 8th at 9:00 am.

Ken “Doc” Crandall, 
Toy Chairman 
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OC Woodturner’s Demo Report for Jan 16th, 2020

This month’s presenter was Chuck Phillips (Hey wait, that’s me!) talking about the humble bowl. Certainly a 
utilitarian object, they can also be pleasing to look at and handle. For an idea of what I find to be a pleasing 
form, cup your hands as if you are scooping up a drink of water. Something resembling that natural curve 
should feel good in the hand when picked up. Unless you want to make an artistic statement about 
instability, a good rule of thumb is to make the base 1/3 to 1/5 of the largest diameter.

Speaking of rules of thumb, there are a couple that I’ve picked up over time: Don’t make straight lines, and 
do something interesting with the rim. The cupped hands shape covers the first. For the second, my recent 
practice has been to turn a small bead at the top. This bead will look most balanced if its diameter roughly 
matches the finished wall thickness. Other options include burned in lines, carving, and coloring.

There are several ways to approach the turning. What I will describe is the process that works for me, 
particularly while demonstrating at the OC Fair. My typical bowl blank starts as a section of branch or log 
that has been split through the pith. You are free to use whatever makes you happy. I like to begin with the 
blank held between centers, as this gives me a lot of flexibility in placing the center of rotation. You can even 
reposition the centers if you see some interesting figure that would otherwise get cut off.  However you 
mount the blank, I like to position it with the base of the bowl towards the tailstock.

The first thing I do is establish a tenon on the bottom to be used later on when we hollow the interior. This 
also establishes the minimum diameter for the base. From here, I will begin shaping the outside curve until 
the top is fully round. There will usually be s bit of wobble in the top which can be cleaned up with a gentle 
scraping cut.

If you are turning a bead at the top, this is the time to do so. Finish shaping the outside to a pleasing shape. 
In addition to checking the shape with your eyes, stop every now and then to run your hands on the exterior. 
Often, touch can reveal finer details than you can see easily. This is also a good time to do at least 
preliminary sanding. Once you have things done to your liking, turn the bowl around so the tenon you cut 
first is gripped in your chuck. 

Hollowing can be started with cuts going either from the edge toward the center, or from the center out. Just 
remember that the closer you are to final thickness, the lighter the cut you should take. As you close in on 
that thickness, stop and check things frequently. As with the outside profile, the digital thickness gauges on 
the end of your hands (sometimes called “fingers”) can give you a quite precise indication of any variations. If 
you’re unsure or unsteady with your tool control, there is no shame in finishing up with a scraper. I also find 
it helpful to use my off hand, padded with a folded paper towel, as a stabilizing guide on the outside of the 
bowl. (Don’t try this if there are any spots of air in your profile unless you enjoy broken fingers.)

With everything shaped and sanded, the last task is to remove the tenon from the bottom. There are a 
number of ways to hold the bowl. Cole jaws are popular, but my favorite is to use a plug of wood in the 
chuck that just fits the bottom interior and hold the bowl in place with a cone center in the tailstock. For 
smaller diameters you can skip the plug and just place the top rim against the chuck jaws. However you hold 
the bowl, remember that the grip can be fairly tenuous. Many light cuts will serve you better than a few heavy 
ones. Try to cut towards the headstock as much as possible so you’re not opposing the pressure from the 
tailstock. Your bowl will sit better on uneven surfaces if you put a little bit of a dish in the bottom, so only 
the rim makes contact. When you have removed as much of the tenon as you safely can, take the bowl off the 
lathe and switch to hand tools. I will trim what I can with a flush cutting saw, then switch to a small sanding 
disk in my flex shaft tool. Sign your work, apply a finish, and clean up your shavings.

I’d like to close with a plug for Beads of Courage. (https://www.beadsofcourage.org/bead-bowls/) The bowls 
they ask for are a good skill builder. More important, they are a good way to help a child through a difficult 
time.
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2019 Iron Man Challenge Winners, From left to right: Jim Graham, Chuck Phillips, 
Dom Winans, Holger Paetau, Len Musgrave, Lyle Rawlins, Ralph Crowther, Ross Gilroy
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NEW MEMBERS
Kirk Sullivan, Irvine

Andy Goldman, Placentia

OCWA is now registered with AmazonSmiles which 
makes OCWA eligible to receive a .5% donation from all 
eligible purchases through AmazonSmiles.com. If you'd 
like to participate, simply go onto Amazon.com, search 
for and click on AmazonSmiles. Once on the 
AmazonSmiles' site select “Orange County 
Woodworkers“ from the list of charities. There is no 
need to change settings – all your account info/settings 
remain the same. You'll have access to the same 
products as found on Amazon.com. Thank you for 
participating.

For more information, please contact Ralph Crowther.

FRIENDS OF OCWA
Please support our sponsors!
Anderson International Trading
(800) 454-6270, www.AITWood.com 
Austin Hardwoods & Hardware
(714) 953-4000, www.austinhardwoodsonline.com
Exotic Woods USA
(631) 651-8651, www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com
Industrial Blade & Products Co. 
(714) 557-4131, www.IndustrialBlade.net
Laguna Tools
(800) 234-1976, www.LagunaTools.com
OC Lumber
(714) 556-1774, www.oclumber.com/
Reel Lumber Service
(714) 632-1988, www.ReelLumber.com
Rockler Woodworking & Hardware
(714) 282-1157, www.rockler.com/retail/stores/
ca/orange-store
Woodcraft Supply
(714) 963-9663[WOOD], www.Woodcraft.com 

 
MEETING LOCATION AND 
DATES:
Tustin Senior Center
200 S. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680
Woodworkers’ Meeting 
Thursday Feb 6, 2020 7:00 pm
Woodturners’ Meeting
Thursday Feb 20, 6:30 p.m.


