
Volume 37, Issue 3
March 2020

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
     

     

March 2020 Page 1

Now as we head into 
springtime, and the 
weather is getting 
warmer, it will soon be 
time to clean up our 
shops and get cracking 
on our projects for the 
Fine Art Woodworking  

Show at the Orange County Fair. May 29th 
is the last day to get your entries in, so 
don't dawdle, lollygag, or otherwise 
procrastinate.

In regards to preparing your project for 
competition, I have probably written this a 
hundred times before, but it does bear 
repeating, so here goes.

Finish the bottom as nice as the top. Finish 
the back as nice as the front, and finish the 
inside as nice as the outside.

If you're making a contemporary piece with 
clean lumber, but you have one knot in the 
middle of the top, what do you think people 
are going to look at? That's right, the knot. 
Keep your material consistent. If you are 
thinking that you like knots then make it a 
theme throughout your piece. Otherwise it 
will look out of place.

John Callos

Our good friend and former Vice President 
of the Orange County Woodworkers 
Association, Mr. John Callos has passed 
away at the age of 86.

John was a man's man. He was a successful 
businessman, artist, aviator, sailor, and 
woodworker. He said he served under 
three Presidents, but I had to remind him 
that it was actually four. He was one of the 
authors of the NAFTA trade bill, and was 
currently working on securing Long Beach 
as a site for the aquatics events for the 
2028 Olympics.

To say John led a full life would be an 
enormous understatement. We will miss 
his generous spirit, humor, and his 
friendship. Our condolences go out to his 
family. 

James Santhon, President
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CUTTING BOARD CONTEST

We will be having a Cutting Board Contest at our March 5th 
meeting. They can be any size, and any wood. They should be 
food safe, and be assembled with moisture resistant adhesive. 
You probably shouldn't use exotic woods that are known to be 
toxic like cocobolo, or the like.

1st Place: $100.00 dollars, 2nd Place: $75.00 dollars, Third 
Place: $50.00 dollars, Honorable Mention: $25.00 dollars.

You can enter up to 3 pieces, but you can only win one prize. 
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Sawdust & Shavings
is the monthly newsletter
of The Orange County 
Woodworkers Association.
It is published monthly 
before the Woodworkers 
Meeting.
Do you have an idea for an 
article, shop tip, or tool 
review? Please send articles 
to: newsletter@ 
ocwoodworkers.org
Deadline for submissions is 
the Monday after the 
Woodturners meeting.
Visit us on the Web at:
OCWoodWorkers.org

FEBRUARY 2020 MEETING

Our November speaker was our club member, Dave Stoler, who 
spoke on wood working adhesives and glue-up techniques. 
Dave brought in a very comprehensive collection of adhesives 
and a sample glue-up of each one. I counted almost 20 types! 
Many of these products have several available options in drying 
time, thickness, and added coloring.  You probably need about 
50 bottles if you want to have all of them available in your shop!

Here is a summary of the facts from Dave’s presentation. If you 
were hoping for extensive information, this was the event for 
you. I filled nearly 6 pages of my notebook, an all-time record 
for me at OCWA.

Dave started with a review of hide glues, which is the traditional 
glue used in antique furniture. Originally, hide glue was created 
by boiling animal parts including skins, hooves and connective 
tissue. It was applied while hot and was very stinky.  Hide glue 
chips are still available if you want to use classical techniques, 
but modern variants are available which dissolve the hide glue 
in a quick-evaporating solvent. You can now apply the glue at 
room temperature straight from the bottle. 

The advantages of hide glue are that it doesn’t creep under 
pressure and it can be disassembled when reheated – a popular 
feature among those who repair furniture. The disadvantages 
are: the glue is very thick, it takes relatively long to set up, it is 
much more difficult to work with, and it is not as strong as 
modern glues. 

(continued on page 3)



WOODWORKERS’ SAWDUST

March 2020 Page 3

There are two types of modern wood glues: 1) polyvinyl 
acetate (PVA like Elmer’s glue), and 2) Aliphatic Resin 
(AR like the Titebond glues). Both are very easy to use 
on clean, well-fitting wood joints, but they are not 
stable in wet environments and they can not be 
disassembled easily. Neither sticks to itself, so one must 
sand or pare off old glue before reassembly. PVA sticks 
to more materials than AR glue, so it is preferred for 
household glue-ups. AR glue is stronger than PVA and 
sets up more quickly on wood, so it is usually preferred 
for wood joinery. Neither PVA nor AR glues are good for 
filling spaces and gaps. Titebond sells variants that are 
more suitable for moist environments. Titebond II is
Water-resistant and is suitable for kitchen-type items. Titebond III is waterproof and is suitable 
for outdoor furniture. 

Epoxy is a preferred adhesive for bonding different types of materials together. It is available in 
a wide variety of setting times and strengths and is easily colored to any hue in the rainbow. 
Epoxy is a good gap filler and is the preferred method for stabilizing wood defects like knots, 
checks, and voids. Epoxy is much more difficult to work with than AR glue, and is difficult to use 
on tight joinery. As a rule of thumb, epoxy joints cannot be disassembled without significant 
damage. 

Cyanoacetate (CA or Superglue) can be used to bond almost any two materials together. It is 
fast-setting and comes in a variety of thicknesses. Super-thin CA is the adhesive of choice for 
stopping checks and is often mixed with chips and wood dust to repair and hide defects. While 
CA glue sets quickly, it is not strong structurally, fails under tension and cost ten times as much 
as AR glue. 

Polyurethane glue (Gorilla Glue) is used to bond non-wood materials to wood and to reattach 
broken wood joints. It fills gaps, and is very useful for repairing broken wood objects.  
Polyurethane is thick and messy and it stains your skin and clothing black. It is not as strong as 
PVA or AR glue.

A number of glues are used for special applications in the woodworking shop.  Hot-melt glue is 
useful for temporarily tacking items together, but is not strong enough for long-term joinery.  
Spray adhesives and contact cement are used to bond thin sheet material of various types to

wood.

Dave also discussed the shelf life and storage of glue.  
Any stored glue that changes texture or thickness should 
be discarded.  The enemy of glue storage is exposure to 
moisture and air.  Care should be taken to keep glue 
bottles tightly sealed and away from moisture. Dave 
contends that refrigerating glue actually causes moisture 
condensation in the storage container, which can 
diminish shelf life. 

Jerry Knight, Vice President
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

The March 5, 2020 speaker will be Steven Masek who will talk about repairing veneers and antique 
wooden radio cabinets. 

The April speaker will be Larry Marley who will speak about hand cut dovetails.

We are looking for suggestions about possible club field trips.  Please contact me 
(JerryEKnight@gmail.com) or our President, James Santhon, if you have any ideas.

Jimmy Clewes Demonstration

  Originally from the north of England, now a 
resident of Las Vegas, Jimmy Clewes is one of the 
most popular and informative turning 
demonstrators active today. It was six years ago 
that he last demonstrated with us. He provides 
real variety in his demonstrations, showing his 
techniques with bowls, platters, boxes, color, 
surface augmentation, fire; something for 
everyone.

His charming British style, unending wit, creative 
mind and magnetic personality are only some of 
the attributes that make him popular in the 
woodturning demonstration circuit which takes 
him all over the world.
 
 
  
  

 

DEMONSTRATION DATE: 
Saturday, March 28, 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. $40 
(includes coffee, donuts, and 
lunch). 

LOCATION: 
Cerritos College. Driving 
directions will be sent to all 
who sign up. It is a good 
idea to bring your own chair.

Sign up on the OCW website: 
http://ocwodworkers.org/



TOY STORY

March 2020 Page 5

January got us off to a great start and February continued the pace. We had 40 sign up to attend 
and 50 showed up. The newcomers found a project and jumped right in to help out. Fortunately, 
Joel Rettew III brought some homemade muffins and lemon bites which stretched our donut supply 
and everyone got some goodies. We hope that all had a good time and will consider joining us on a 
regular basis. Finishing touches were put on doll cradles, keepsake boxes, trucks, planes, beanbag 
games, and basketball games. Len Musgrave reports that he sprayed almost a full gallon of lacquer.  
Let’s keep this momentum up and make this a banner year. There is an unlimited number of 
underprivileged children that can derive some happiness from one of our toys.

We meet next Saturday, March 7, at 9:00 a.m. at my house, 7321 E Stone Creek Lane, Anaheim.

See you then,
Ken “Doc” Crandall, Toy Chairman 
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OCWA FEB 2020 WOODTURNERS’ REPORT 
Some might say that Ken Cowell is a man of nearly infinite patience, and his meticulous attention to detail reflects 
this. This month he has shown us a marvelous way to consume your free moments embellishing pieces with a 
basket weave illusion. Simply put, it’s a way of coloring a series of concentric beads so they look like a woven 
basket. In practice? As Mies van der Rohe said, “God is in the details.”

Ken mentioned a few inspirations for heading down this path: Making baskets on a camping trip; the work of David 
Nittman; and the Oct 2016 issue of American Woodturner (Available at woodturner.org for AAW members.) If you 
want more, search for “basket weave illusion” on your favorite web browser.

This is the sort of project that greatly benefits from a bit of advance planning. A great tool for playing with colors 
and patterns is polar graph paper that can be printed from pdf files generated free of charge at 
https://incompetech.com/graphpaper/polar/. Figure out how many rings and spokes you want, print out a few 
sheets, break out some colored pencils, and have at it. (Chemical assistance is optional, with ethanol being a 
popular choice.)

Once you have a design in mind, it’s finally time to start making shavings. For the demo, Ken worked on a platter, 
although the steps are applicable to other shapes. Because we will be working on both sides without being able to 
turn the platter around, Ken mounts his blank on an extended glue block that allows enough room to put a tool on 
the headstock side. After turning a section to a final thickness of about a ¼ inch, Ken begins adding a series of 
concentric beads. The tool he uses for this is made by D-Way https://d-waytools.com/beading-tools/, and it makes 
consistent beads a fairly simple proposition. As you work your way towards the center, take care to keep the bead 
depth as uniform as possible, as that one high spot really sticks out.

Once the beads have been cut, there is an optional step of friction-burning the bottom of the valleys to add 
contrast. Ken has tried a variety of tools for this, ranging from pointed sticks to Formica, and they all have 
drawbacks. He’s currently leaning towards just skipping this step.

This is where things start to get interesting. Ken adds an index wheel behind the chuck, and clamps a platform to 
the ways. The platform has an upright on the end that is cut so the top is at the centerline of the lathe, and is 
placed right next to the index wheel. A spring clamp holds everything together so the work doesn’t rotate until we 
want it to.

The spokes are added with a specially designed wood burning tip made by PJL Enterprises 
http://carvertools.com/op1pens.htm. To keep the line straight, Ken has a holder for the pen that slides on the 
platform while holding the tip right at centerline. Just a quick press of the tool on each bead, then move to the next 
one. As with the bead height, consistency matters. Try to keep a rhythm going as you mark each side. As you get 
close to the center, the spokes will start to look crowded. The remedy for this is to skip some. This is certainly 
something that is best worked out in the planning stage, of course, and should be a uniform step all the way round.

If you’ve done everything right, the basic grid should be laid out, and you can finally reverse the mounting and 
finish off the bottom. Depending on how small your base is, you may need to add in more beads and spokes. These 
should be few enough that working freehand is possible. When the base is finished, turn off the lathe, un-mount 
your work, and grab your pens.

Remember that design you worked out on paper? Now’s the time to put it on the wood. Ken uses pens by Copic and 
Faber-Castile for most of this. You want a fine pointed pen for getting into those little bitty spaces. When shopping 
for pens, it’s a good idea to take a scrap of wood to the store. Most art stores will have a set of testers you can try 
before buying. Make sure the color looks right and doesn’t bleed uncontrollably. Set yourself up in a comfortable 
chair with good light, and start coloring. Get the large features done first to define sections. This will make the 
small details a bit like those paint by numbers kits we all did as a child. Make sure you take a break every now and 
then, and if you get tired take a break.

Once you get the process worked out, you may find it a bit addictive. Ken’s currently up to his 11th “last one of 
these I’ll ever do”, and I suspect there’s more in his queue. 

Chuck Phillips
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OCWA is now registered with AmazonSmiles which 
makes OCWA eligible to receive a .5% donation from all 
eligible purchases through AmazonSmiles.com. If you'd 
like to participate, simply go onto Amazon.com, search 
for and click on AmazonSmiles. Once on the 
AmazonSmiles' site select “Orange County 
Woodworkers“ from the list of charities. There is no 
need to change settings – all your account info/settings 
remain the same. You'll have access to the same 
products as found on Amazon.com. Thank you for 
participating.

For more information, please contact Ralph Crowther.

FRIENDS OF OCWA
Please support our sponsors!
Anderson International Trading
(800) 454-6270, www.AITWood.com 
Austin Hardwoods & Hardware
(714) 953-4000, www.austinhardwoodsonline.com
Exotic Woods USA
(631) 651-8651, www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com
Industrial Blade & Products Co. 
(714) 557-4131, www.IndustrialBlade.net
Laguna Tools
(800) 234-1976, www.LagunaTools.com
OC Lumber
(714) 556-1774, www.oclumber.com/
Reel Lumber Service
(714) 632-1988, www.ReelLumber.com
Rockler Woodworking & Hardware
(714) 282-1157, www.rockler.com/retail/stores/
ca/orange-store
Woodcraft Supply
(714) 963-9663[WOOD], www.Woodcraft.com 

P.O. Box 1038
Fullerton, CA 
92836-8038
OCWoodWorkers.org

Page 11March 2020

NEW MEMBERS
Kevin Young, Cypress

Nathan Chappell, Yorba Linda
David Hayden, San Clemente

MEETING LOCATION AND DATES:
Tustin Senior Center
200 S. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680
Woodworkers’ Meeting Thursday 
Mar 5, 2020 7:00 pm
Woodturners’ Meeting
Thursday Mar 19, 6:30 p.m.


