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of people showed up to make toys. 
Of course there was the use of 
masks, and social distancing, but 
there was still a risk they were 
willing to take, because there are 
going to be a whole lot of children 
that won't be having a very good 
Christmas this year. 

     Some of these children will have 
been orphaned because of this 
pandemic, others may be homeless 
because their parents can't find a 
job, and some may even be 
recovering themselves from this 
insidious virus. The point is that our 
members have been willing to think 
of someone else before themselves, 
and it does my heart good to be in 
such good company.

     So, please remember that there 
are positive forces out there, and 
that we are not alone. Be kind to 
others, wear a mask, and stay safe.
     
James Santhon, President

August 2020

Dear Members,
      
    Whew! Who 
would've thought 
2020 would be so 
screwed up. It is so 

easy to get down with all of the 
negative news that we are hearing on a 
daily basis that I find myself going a 
little crazy, but, and this is a big but, 
the one thing that keeps me going, 
keeps my feet on the ground, and 
keeps my spirits high are the people 
we don't hear enough about. Those 
people on the front lines taking the 
risks to try and be of service to others 
in this time of crisis.

     These are the people who don't 
care what party you're in, what the 
color of your skin is, or what your 
religious affiliation might be. They are 
there to be of service to those in dire 
need, and they're willing to risk it all to 
help others.

     We have some of these kind of 
people in the OCWA also. Just last 
month Doc Crandall had a toy work 
shop at his house, and a number 
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TOY STORY
Greetings from my bunker here in Toyland.  
July 4th saw our return to action work party. 
Twenty two of the faithful enjoyed getting out 
of the house and being in the company of 
friends. Face masks and social distancing 
were the orders of the day with handshaking, 
kissing, hugging, and other public displays of 
affection being discouraged.  

Mike Kamper brought in 25 beautiful semi trucks and Earl 
Horstman brought 120 of his open wheeled race cars. Many young 
boys will get great pleasure this Christmas.  Charles Steichen 
brought over 100 exquisite heart boxes that will hold many girls’ 
earrings and boys’ frogs and roly-polys. They will also be well 
received by the bereavement department at Loma Linda Children's 
Hospital.  

Sherwin Williams gave Len Musgrave the wrong lacquer, so little 
spraying got done. Len took the work home with him and sprayed 
it there. Strong work Len. 

We welcomed a newcomer, Jeff Crockett, to our midst and put him 
to work with Ed Smet's keepsake box crew.  A good time was had 
by all and I look forward to seeing more of you on Saturday, 
August 8th.  

Ken Crandall, Toy Chairman 

SHOP SAFETY - a la SawStop
Here is a link to a SawStop tablesaw demo like you’ve never seen 
— it uses very high-speed HD cameras. Find it on YouTube: “How 
Safe is a Sawstop Saw?” by Jonathan Katz-Moses. It is absolutely 
fascinating. Anyone who’s purchased a SawStop will feel AOK 
about putting down those bucks after seeing this. Be sure to watch 
the whole thing; the dado blade test captures a surprising side-
effect.

https://youtu.be/SYLAi4jwXcs

Al Missbrenner, Director at Large
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Armand Tavianini, a long time member of the OCWA 
passed away earlier this year at 93 years old from the 
Covid-19 Virus, according to his son, Mark. Armand 
spent 38 years with IBM back in the day and relaxed by 
perfecting his woodworking skills in his shop. He was a 
real perfectionist and he did so much with old 
equipment and plenty of patience. He was really 
inspired by the work of Sam Maloof and many of his 
pieces were combinations of his concepts and 
Armand's own design. 

Armand's home was a 3 story 1970's home with plenty of steps and, of 
course, wrought iron railings. For a woodworker like Armand, the railings 
had to be wood. He set out on his 1950's Shopsmith to make the spindles 
and there were at least 100 of them. He made every one with a marking 
stick. To use a lathe duplicator was not in Armand's tool bag and in 
keeping with his woodworker's tradition they had to be handmade.  

Armand would be the man to challenge James Santhon at the OC Fair as to 
who could make two spindles the same. Armand was James's first Vice 
President when James became President in 2001-2003. John Bulter and I 
helped sell Armand's tools three years ago when he was selling his home 
and moving into an assisted living home.  

Armand was very upbeat and we had a great time hearing some great 
stories and the history of some of his acquired tools. Armand’s prize 
church lectern was damaged several years ago and he was unable to 
repair it due to his health. He asked me to try to fix it and I could not 
refuse. It was quite a challenge to repair it and when I brought it back to 
him he was choked up with tears in his eyes when he saw it. It was a real 
treat to bring something he made back to life and his daughter in 
Philadelphia has it now. We will all miss Armand.
 

Len Musgrave
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nearly 50 outbuildings.  Fred is a master mechanic and metal worker. He is also a 
licensed contractor and electrician and has supervised and led the construction of 
many of the buildings at the Museum.  

The Railroad Museum has only 2 or 3 full-time employees. The rest of the work is 
supported by about 1200 paying members, of whom at least 150 spend several days 
per month restoring, maintaining and running the museum collection. If you have ever 
thought you might like to work on railway engines or railway equipment, whether you 
are a novice or an expert, the museum has a job for you. 

Annual attendance is between 60,000 and 100,000. A big fraction of the attendance is 
for two major events based upon children’s books: “A Day with Thomas Train”, which 
happens around Veterans Day, and “Polar Express”, at Christmas. 

Fred said that like most museums almost everything at the museum has been thrown 
away at least once. There are 3 major steps to saving and restoring a piece of historic 
equipment: 1) Obtain ownership, 2) move the item to a location that you control (own, 
long term lease) 3) house it out of the elements in a corrosive-free environment. 

July 2020 Meeting 
Fred Nicas

Our July speaker was Fred Nicas, who led us on a pictorial tour 
of the Southern California Railway Museum.  Fred has been a 
volunteer and board member at the Museum for more than 40 
years. In that time, he has helped the museum grow from 
about 10 acres and 10 or 20 pieces of rolling stock, to over 5 
miles of track on 100 acres with between 100 and 200 pieces 
of rolling stock housed in 10 major rail houses and 

It is the mission of the museum to acquire at-risk 
railway equipment and preserve it now so that it 
can be restored in the future. 

Among the major pieces of working rolling stock 
are a 99-year-old steam locomotive, the last 
non-Amtrak diesel electric locomotive ordered 
for passenger service, railway cranes, switching 
engines, rail hand cars, Pullman passenger cars, a 
WWII Army kitchen car, and on and on. 
Altogether, there are 10 to 20 working engines 
and 25 to 50 working railcars. 
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Also, in the collections are about 25 electric 
passenger trolleys from the now-defunct Los 
Angeles Railway and the Red Car System.  Several 
of these are fully restored and are in working 
order. They circulate around a loop within the 
museum on weekends and special events for 
every visitor to ride. To support the electric 
trollies the museum has constructed two power 
conversion stations to convert 1200 V, 3-phase 
AC line power to 400V DC for the overhead 
trolleys. 

To support restoration efforts, the museum 
contains well equipped metal, woodworking, 
electrical and air-break shops that are scaled to 
repairing and replacing massive railway 
equipment. If you want to do something in wood, 
metal or electrical the museum has the 
equipment you will need. 

Fred has offered to give the Orange County 
Woodworkers a behind the scenes tour of the 
museum once the weather cools down from 
Summer heat (and hopefully, virus concerns have 
subsided).  The date and time of the tour will be 
announced at a later date. 

Upcoming Meetings
Our August meeting will be conducted online on 
Thursday, Aug 6, 2020 at 7 PM. Members will 
receive an e-mail with a link to the meeting. 
Our speakers will be the staff from the Orange 
Rockler store, who will be talking about the 
capabilities of consumer grade CNC machines 
like those offered by Rockler. 
 
Jerry Knight
Vice President and 
Program Director
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NEW MEMBERS
Art Poblete, Lakewood

Ashley King, Laguna Hills

OCWA is now registered with AmazonSmiles which 
makes OCWA eligible to receive a .5% donation from all 
eligible purchases through AmazonSmiles.com. If you'd 
like to participate, simply go onto Amazon.com, search 
for and click on AmazonSmiles. Once on the 
AmazonSmiles' site select “Orange County 
Woodworkers“ from the list of charities. There is no 
need to change settings – all your account info/settings 
remain the same. You'll have access to the same 
products as found on Amazon.com. Thank you for 
participating.

For more information, please contact Ralph Crowther.

FRIENDS OF OCWA
Please support our sponsors!
Anderson International Trading
(800) 454-6270, www.AITWood.com 
Austin Hardwoods & Hardware
(714) 953-4000, www.austinhardwoodsonline.com
Exotic Woods USA
(631) 651-8651, www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com
Industrial Blade & Products Co. 
(714) 557-4131, www.IndustrialBlade.net
Laguna Tools
(800) 234-1976, www.LagunaTools.com
OC Lumber
(714) 556-1774, www.oclumber.com/
Reel Lumber Service
(714) 632-1988, www.ReelLumber.com
Rockler Woodworking & Hardware
(714) 282-1157, www.rockler.com/retail/stores/
ca/orange-store
Woodcraft Supply
(714) 963-9663[WOOD], www.Woodcraft.com 

 

MEETING LOCATION AND 
DATES:
Tustin Senior Center
200 S. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680
Woodworkers’ Meeting 
Online August 6, watch your 
email 
Woodturners’ Meeting
Online August 20, watch your 
email


