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Thursday October 1
7:00 p.m. - Zoom

Woodturners’  Meeting
Thursday October 15
 Woodturners’ Contest
Mike Mahoney Demo

6:30 p.m. - Zoom

Questions about Zoom?

Contact Ralph Crowther
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Our October meeting has traditionally been 
our annual fundraising auction, and 2020 
is no different except that it is different. 
Because the Covid 19 pandemic has changed 
everything we do these days, our annual 
fundraising auction is going to be a virtual 
affair.  

     We will be broadcasting live via Zoom 
from the Rockler Woodworking, and Hardware store in Orange on 
October 1st, 2020 starting at 6:30 P.M. until 9:00 P.M.

     Mike Yukihiro and his staff have generously provided their facility 
to us for this event, and will be accepting pre registered donations of 
hand-made items, tools, and machinery. No baked goods this year, 
because they would probably be consumed before they could be 
picked up, and I don’t need to gain any more weight than I already 
have this year.

     Photos can be used for any big items to be donated as Rockler 
doesn’t have unlimited space available, or the manpower to move this 
stuff around. We will show the pictured items like we do our show 
and tell items at our regular Zoom meetings.

     To pre-register your items to be donated, and to get your assigned 
bidding paddle please log in to the members section of the OCWA 
website ocwoodworkers.org, and click on the auction icon in the 
upper right hand corner. You will automatically be given your 
assigned number for bidding, and you will be given numbers for 
any items donated, which should be affixed to the item, and then 
dropped off at the Rockler store in Orange. You can drop off your 
donations all the way up to the day of the meeting. We do ask that 
your donations be worth more than $25.00 dollars.

     We appreciate any support you can give us in this endeavor as we 
are still making toys for the kids, and pens for active duty military 
personnel and veterans, and your donations make this all possible.

     If you have any questions please see Ralph Crowther’s article on 
the next page.

    Thank you very much for your support.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By James Santhon
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AUCTION INFO
By Ralph Crowther, Treasurer

With the restrictions due 
to COVID-19 this year, 
the OCWA has provided 
virtual Zoom meetings, 
paid programs, participation 
awards and is continuing 

to fund the toy and pen programs.  All of this with 
few sources of income/donations coming into the 
organization.  The annual auction has been a key source 
of income each year bringing in an average of $4,000.  
The board has decided to hold a virtual Zoom auction on 
October 1st to continue this tradition and to put some 
funds back in the treasury.  We need your help to pull 
this off by first providing some items to auction off and 
secondly to bid and purchase items on October 1st.  The 
process has been modified this year as noted below:

Pre-Auction

1. We are only accepting items donated for auction 
with 100% of the proceeds going to OCWA (no 
silent auction this year – instead use the regular “For 
Sale” feature on the website and consider donating a 
portion to the club if so inclined)

2. Donated items should be worth at least $25 (we will 
not have the table sales for cheaper items this year).

3. Hand-crafted items are encouraged.

4. All items donated must be pre-registered on OCWA 
website before noon on October 1st.

5. You will see the OCWA Auction listed in the upper 
right-hand corner of the website Members section 
and just click on the “View Event” button.  Click on 
this link for a tutorial: https://www.ocwoodworkers.
org/Video_source_files/Auction_item-1.mp4.

6. Every member has been pre-assigned a bidding 
number which you will see once you click on the 
“View Event” (you will use this number later when 
bidding and it will be used to track your total bids).

7. Complete the “Fill in Item Description” field and 
click on the “Add Item” button.

8. Repeat for each item you plan to donate.

9. Note the item number assigned to your donation and 
write in on a piece of masking tape and attach to the 
item before dropping off.

10. Items will need to be dropped off at the Rockler Store 

in Orange prior to the auction (Rockler will accept 
items starting this Friday September 18th).

11. For larger items (heavy power tools, large lumber 
etc.), send a photo to ralphcrowtherjr@gmail.com 
and we will use the photo to auction that item.

    Auction Day (October 1st)

1. First, this is virtual auction so DO NOT show up at 
Rockler.

2. Join the Zoom meeting as usual.

3. James Santhon will be the auctioneer and will show/
describe the items one by one and ask for bids

4. You may bid on items by showing your bid number 
in front of your camera, calling out a bid by stating 
your bid number, or by using the chat feature in 
Zoom.  We will do our best to make sure everyone 
gets their bid in before closing out that item (Larry 
Marley, Al Missbrenner, and Ralph Crowther  will 
be monitoring and recording bids)

5. The winner will be declared and James will move 
onto the next item.

    Post Auction

1. An invoice from Paypal will be emailed to each 
successful bidder for the total of the items they won 
(you do not need a Paypal account).

2. You may pay by credit card through Paypal, send 
a check to the treasurer, or even use Venmo, if you 
prefer.

3. Items will be available for pickup at Rockler, 
October 2nd through October 15th.

4. Please print out your list of winnings from the 
website auction page and bring it with you when 
picking up items.

5. Larger items that were auctioned by photo only will 
require coordination with the seller to pick up.

Remember that this money goes to supplement the toy 
and pen programs so please participate and bid often! 

Rockler is being very generous to us by providing a 
venue for the auction along with storage of items before 
and after.  So, when you go to Rockler be sure to thank 
Mike and buy some things you know you need!
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WOODWORKERS’ SAWDUST
By Jerry Knight, Vice President and Program Director

SEPTEMBER 2020 MEETING
STEVEN ROMO OF 
CERRITOS COLLEGE
On Thursday, September 3, 
Steve Romo spoke to the club 
about basic techniques for 
planning and constructing 
segmented bowls and vessels.  
Steve teaches the Segmented 
Vessel turning class for the 
Cerritos College Community 

Education Program. His talk was taken from the first-
week lecture from his course.

Steve prefers to do the design and layout of his projects 
by hand using graph paper, a circle-compass and a 
straight edge ruler.  There are a number of free and low-
cost segmented turning computer programs available, 
but Steve said he has found that most students benefit 
from doing the planning manually, at least until they 
have mastered segmented construction. 

The first step is to sketch the form of the bowl, vase 
or other vessel.  Steve recommends that you start by 
sketching the left side profile of the vessel edge on graph 
paper with pencil and light lines. Refine the shape until 
the design pleases you and then make a mirror copy on 
the right side.  

Divide your design-shape into segment layers and 
number each layer on your drawing.  You will need to 
mill your wood so that the stock-thickness matches your 
planned ring thickness.  Beginners may find it easier to 
make the segment thickness equal to the stock thickness. 
Mark lines at the top and bottom of each layer as shown.

Now sketch in the inner wall and bottom geometry into 
the drawing. Vessel walls are typically 3/16 to 3/8”-inch-
thick.  Beginners should probably plan to use 1/4 to 
3/8-inch-thick walls.

It is now time to start planning the shape of the 
individual segments.  At each layer locate the widest 
point of the segment and make a tic mark 1/4” wider 
(The extra quarter inch allows you to compensate for 
imperfect assembly and turning errors.) Make another 
mark 1/4”narrower than the narrowest point. If the 
diameter of the vessel is increasing, the widest point of 
the segment will be on the outside top and the narrowest 
on the inside bottom.  If the diameter is decreasing, like 
the top of a vase, the widest point will be on the outside 
bottom and the narrowest at the inside top.  Steve likes to 
mark these max and min radii on his design sketch with 
vertical lines. (see drawing)

Decide how many segments will be used in each ring. 
Beginners should start with 6 or 8. Advanced pieces may 
have 12, 16, 28, 24, or many more segments per ring. 
Warning: more segments per ring requires more precision 
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in milling and assembly.  The example uses 8 segments 
per ring.

Divide a fresh piece of graph paper into N equal-angle 
wedges, where N is the number of segments per ring (8 
in the drawing). We will design the shape of the segments 
in each row using these wedges, one wedge per ring. 
If you have many rings, you will need more than one 
sheet of paper.  Be sure to carefully keep track of the 
ring numbers. Some beginners prefer to use one piece of 
graph paper per ring – simple, but requires a lot of paper.

Measure the widest point (plus the extra 1/4”) and the 
narrowest point (minus the extra 1/4”) for each segment 
and, with a compass, sketch these two diameters from 
one edge of the wedge for the segment to the other 
edge. (see diagram). On the inside arc, connect the two 
intersection points and draw a tangent line at the mid-
point of the outside line. Extend both lines to the edges 
of the wedge. 

You have just completed an exact sketch of the segment 
shape for your ring! Measure the length and width of 
each segment and prepare to cut your stock-wood into 
these pieces. After you have cut the segments, place them 
on your drawing to verify they are a perfect match. If 
the segments don’t match the drawing, the ring won’t fit 
correctly.

Individual segments can be cut with a table saw, chop saw 
or bandsaw. Steve said that he started out using a chop 
saw with a zero-clearance fence, but now uses a Seg-easy 
jig, especially if he is planning more than 8 segments per 
ring. ( http://www.segeasy.com/wedgies.htm )

When you have cut the pieces for a ring, place them in 
correct order (accounting for variation in species, color, 
grain direction, etc.) and place them edge-to-edge with 
outside edge down on a strip of blue painter’s tape. Add 
a thin film of glue to the mating faces and close up the 
pieces into a ring.  The painter’s tape will help keep 
the pieces in place. Clamp the ring tightly with a long 
adjustable band clamp, applying moderate pressure.  
Make sure the bottom face of the ring is as flat as possible 
and the outer edges are aligned.  Many woodworkers 
prefer to assemble their rings on a flat piece of glass.  
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After the glue has dried enough to hold, perhaps 20 
minutes for Tightbond-type glues, sand one face of the 
ring flat using a disk or drum sander.  Glue the flat side 
of the bottom or top ring onto a waste block that is 
mounted on a faceplate.  Center the ring as much as you 
can using a cone and clamp the ring to the waste block.

Once the glue on the first ring has dried, mount the 
assembly on your lathe and flatten the outside face. A 
piece of sandpaper covering a flat plywood rectangle is 
very effective. The flattened assembly is now ready to add 
a second flattened ring and so on.

Many workers find it useful to partially turn each ring as 
they are assembled. Round the inside and outside of each 
ring as you assemble it. Some like to leave a lip at the top 
of each ring to help with clamping the next ring. 

Once all of the rings are assembled. Turn the outside of 
the bowl to near-final shape.  Then start working on the 
inside.  Start at the top ring and turn it to final thickness. 
Then move to the second-from-top ring and so on, one 
ring at a time.  This method reduces excessive vibration 
and helps prevent “exploding bowls”. Once you have 
completed turning the ring, never go back!

Steve welcomes your questions and would love for you 
to take his class. The class is run in very free format with 
lots of one-on-one assistance.  Woodworkers of all level of 
experience are welcome and many students take the class 
again and again.  Steve’s e-mail address is: stevenromo@
verizon.net 

Upcoming Meetings

Our October 1, 2020 meeting will be the club’s annual 
fund-raising auction. 

Our Thursday, November 5 meeting will again be 
conducted via Zoom. Starting time is 7 p.m.

Reuben Foat, the new Chairperson at Cerritos College, 
Wood Manufacturing and Technologies Department will 
speak to us about the impact of CMT machines on the 
future of woodworking. His talk is titled: “Integrating 
Computer Aided Technology into a Making Practice”.

Ruben will also give us the latest news about current and 
future availability of woodworking classes at Cerritos 
College.
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WOODTURNERS’ SHAVINGS
By Chuck Phillips

Tonight’s demo features Larry Marley showing us how 
he makes the nuts & bolts he uses to level his marvelous 
marble machines. It all started when he was looking for 
a way to make an adjustable mechanism, and making 
screws from wood seemed like the natural thing to do.

When making threaded parts, there are at least 3 choices: 
Chasing, a router/lead screw jig, and a dedicated tap & 
die. Since he wasn’t planning on needing a multitude of 
sizes, the tap & die approach seemed simplest. There are 
many places to get them from both online and at brick & 
mortar stores. Larry bought his current set at Woodcraft.

If you have ever tapped threads in a bit of metal, the 
process for internal threads in wood should be familiar. 
Just be sure to take your time. External threads are where 
things can get exciting.

Unlike a typical metal threading die, Larry’s thread box 
has just a single v-gouge style cutter. One of the most 
important things about this cutter is that it needs to be 
super sharp. The factory grind can be considered a good 
starting point, but it’s nowhere near as sharp as it needs 
to be.

The screws start with a dowel that is fairly precisely sized. 
Larry makes his on the lathe, and checks the final size 
with a gauge block made from a piece of plywood with a 
hole in it. If the gauge just slides over the dowel, it’s the 
right size.

The actual thread cutting goes quite quickly. It is 
important to lubricate the wood, and a good wipedown 
with boiled linseed oil does this nicely. Cutting a couple 
of flats on what will become the waste bottom of the 
dowel gives your vise a good purchase. Maintaining slight 
downward pressure on the thread box helps things along.

With the threads cut, Larry goes back to the lathe to cut 
a small tenon at the top of the screw which will be glued 
into the screw head. He also tapers the bottom end of the 
thread. Once the tenon is sized to a good fit in the hole 
(previously drilled) in the blank for the head, he chucks 
the head blank and turns  that to shape. 

The excess wood gets trimmed off with a bandsaw and 
cleaned up on his disk sander. He glues the head to the 
main body and sets it aside while he makes the nut.

For making the nuts he starts with laying out the sides 
and center point. For a hexagonal nut, all he needs is a 
compass. He locates the center point and draws the outer 
circle. Without changing the compass setting, he picks a 
point on the circle and marks the two points where the 
compass meets the first circle. He moves his compass 
to each of those intersections and marks the next two. 
That gives him six points that can be joined to form a 
hexagon. He drills the center hole first, then cuts the flats 
with a bandsaw.

For tapping the threads, Larry has made a tap holder that 
help ensure everything stays perpendicular. He also has a 
holder that supports the nut blank without squeezing it. 
That way the hole stays round, as the wood doesn’t have a 
chance to flex. Just as with the die, lubrication with some 
linseed oil helps everything go smoothly and minimizes 
tearout. 

The last thing he does is cut the screw slot in the bolt. 
While there are many ways to do this, Larry does the 
main cutting with his bandsaw, holding the screw in a 
sled and running up to a depth stop. After that the waste 
is quickly removed with a sharp chisel, and Bob’s your 
uncle!
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TOY STORY
By Ken Crandall, Toy Chairman

Parting is such sweet sorrow.  
And so it is as we bid farewell 
to Greg Schulz who is 
moving to Indiana.  Greg, a 
retired shop teacher, brought 
much professional expertise 
to our group and he will 
be sorely missed.  With his 
hot rod CNC machine, he 
streamlined the production 
of our Bogie Coaster and 
Walking Duck toys.  Prior 
to leaving, he took time out 

from packing to cut out enough feet and wings for the 
duck to last us three years.  Greg was also one of my key 
committee members who helped run the program.  Our 
loss is Indiana’s gain.  Stay safe, friend.

Our toymaking is going well and we should be in good 
shape for distribution day.  My committee will be 
contacting all of our nonprofits in October to see if they 
still exist and what their wants might be.  It has been a 
bizarre year and I can only hope that our network has not 
suffered too much.

Our next work party will be 9:00 A.M. Saturday, 
October 3rd at my home.  I have put in an order for 
cooler weather than last month.  Hope to see you all 
then.
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SHOW AND TELL - SEPTEMBER 3
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SHOW AND TELL - SEPTEMBER 17
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OCWA is now registered with AmazonSmile which allows OCWA 
eligible to receive a .5% donation from all eligible purchases 
through the AmazonSmiles.com. If you'd like to participate, simply 
go onto Amazon.com, search and click on AmazonSmile, and once 

on the AmazonSmile's site select Orange County Woodworkers from the list of charities. There is no need to 
change settings – all your account info/settings remain the same. You'll have access to the same products as 
found on Amazon.com. Thank you for participating.

For more information please contact Ralph Crowther.

FRIENDS OF OCWA
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS! 
Austin Hardwoods & Hardware – (714) 953-4000 • www.austinhardwoodsonline.com

Exotic Woods USA – (631) 651-8651 • www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com

Industrial Blade & Products Co. • www.IndustrialBlade.net

Laguna Tools – (800) 234-1976 • www.LagunaTools.com

OC Lumber – (714) 556-1774 • www.oclumber.com/ 

Reel Lumber Service – (714) 632-1988 • www.ReelLumber.com

Rockler Woodworking & Hardware – (714) 282-1157 • www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/orange-store

Woodcraft Supply – (714) 963-9663 [(714) 963-WOOD] • www.Woodcraft.com

NEW MEMBERS
A big welcome to our new members

Tom O’Brien, Fullerton


