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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By James Santhon
In a very
unusual
year, we had
an unusual
annual
fund-raising
auction.
To our
surprise, it
was a success, considering it was
done virtually via the Zoom meeting
format.
I want to thank Mike Yukihiro of
Rockler of Orange for hosting the
event, and Ralph Crowther, Larry
Marley, and Al Missbrenner for
administering the production.
I especially want to thank all of our
members for their donations, and
for their participation in making this
event possible.
Election
Every year at our November meeting
we select the OCWA Board of
Directors for the following year, and
this year’s nominees are:
President - Ralph Crowther, Vice
President - Jerry Knight, Treasurer
- John Butler, Secretary - ????,
Public Affairs Director - Sandra
Smolinsky, Directors at Large: Alfred
Missbrenner, Ken Crandall, Lee
Choquette, and Andy Goldman.
As per our by-laws, the outgoing
President will remain on the Board

for one year as Past President.
If any member would like to
nominate someone other than those
listed, we will open the floor for
additional nominations. If you do
want to nominate someone for any of
these positions, be sure that they are
willing to run before you nominate
them.
The Turners will elect their
representative to the Board at the
Woodturners’ meeting.
In the above list of nominees, we
don’t have a nominee for Secretary.
If you would like to be a part of the
directing body of the OCWA, please
volunteer to run for Secretary. It’s a
good way to make friends, and to
participate in our operation.
I’m looking forward to seeing you at
our next Zoom meeting.
Members, we
are looking for
a nominee for
Secretary of
the Board of
Directors of the OCWA. It is an
important position, and needs
to be filled. You get to be a part
of the decision-making process
for the OCWA and make friends
along the way. It is a good way to
become involved, so join us, and
be ready to have some fun.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Reuben Foat
New Chairperson at Cerritos College

Integrating Computer
Aided Technology
into a Making Practice

Thursday, November 5
7:00 p.m. - Zoom

Annual Woodturners’ Contest
Thursday, November 19
6:30 p.m. - Zoom

Questions about Zoom?
Contact Ralph Crowther
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WOODTURNERS’ CONTEST RULES
The November Woodturners’ contest will be held on
November 19th using Zoom this year. There are a
few minor changes to accomodate the challenges with
running the contest virtually so please read the rules
below.

Date of Contest: November 19, 2020

Five contests available for entry:
• Beginners Turning

8. There are four contests open to the Masters Class: a.
Pen Turning – open to all types of turned pens. b. Solid
Wood Turning – open or closed form turnings without
embellishments. c. Segmented (polychromatic) Turning
- built up work pieces created by gluing many separate
pieces of material together before or during turning. It
may include closed segmented, open segmented, stave
and any other turned pieces made up of many pieces. A
glued up block of three or four pieces is not considered to
be polychromatic turning. d. Embellished Wood Turning
- open or closed forms which includes embellishments
such as carving, coloring, inlay, texturing, burning, etc.
9. A Beginners Class is available to encourage new turners
to participate and be recognized. a. A Beginner is new to
turning (less than three years’ experience) b. A Beginner
may choose to enter as a Master but all their entries
would be entered as such. c. A Beginner who wins first
place in the annual OCWT Beginners class will be moved
to the Masters Class the following year. d. A Beginner
may enter up to three entries (entries can be: Solid Wood,
Embellished Wood, Segmented Wood or a Pen.

• Pen Turning
• Solid Wood Turning
• Segmented (polychromatic) Turning
• Embellished Wood Turning

1. All entries must be from an OCWT member in good
standing.
2. All entries must be a member’s own work.
3. All entries must be lathe-turned pieces.
4. All entries must have been created within the past year.
5. All entries must be submitted by Tuesday,
November 17, 2020. Submit entries, using a quality
photograph, to Ralph Crowther: ralphcrowtherjr@
gmail.com. Please include a brief description of each
piece being entered and which contest it is to be
entered in.
6. All entries may have been entered in any contest other
than the OCWT Annual Contest.

10. A Master Class member may submit up to three
entries, in each of the Woodturning contests, but may
only receive one prize in each contest. Members will be
given a chance to describe their entry items, just like
monthly “Show & Tell” but will be limited to one minute
for each category due to the number of entries expected.
11. Judging will be done by club members via the “chat”
button at the bottom of the Zoom screen. Each contest
will be judged after items are presented in that contest.
Members should take notes of which pieces they like best
as they are presented. All entries will be shown together at
the end of each contest.
12. Only one award will be given for each contest. The
prize for each contest winner will be $25. No additional
awards will be given this year.

7. All contests have a single Masters class except the
Beginners contest.
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AT THE AUCTION
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SHOW AND TELL - OCTOBER 15
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SHOW AND TELL - SETEMBER 17
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WOODTURNERS’ SHAVINGS
By Chuck Phillips

OCWA Oct 2020
Woodturners’ Demo
Tonight’s demonstrator
was Mike Mahoney,
coming to us via the
Internet. He started off
with a quick video tour
of his homestead. If you
like rolling hills and
vineyards you’d feel right
at home. As one might
expect from someone who has been a professional
turner for 35 years, there’re a lot of remarkable pieces
scattered about.
After the tour, he talked about hollow forms and
specifically burial urns. (There was a brief digression
into winemaking. When you grow grapes, it’s only
natural to also make wine, after all.) For a human
sized urn (1 cubic inch per pound, typically 180 cubic
inches, around 3 quarts), he starts with a 10x10x7 inch
blank. When roughing out the tenon on the base, he
creates a ledge at the bottom of the form, which gives
him a reference for the final shape. This also puts some
of the base down inside the tenon, giving him a little
bit more height.
He discussed variations in hollowing tools, which he
classifies as scrapers, cutters, and hybrids, Scrapers are
easier to control, but can leave a slightly torn surface.
Many cutters will have a shield that limits the depth
of cut and prevents (or reduces) grabbiness. Hybrids
are usually those with carbide insert tips which can be
used in either mode.

He makes it look easy, and claims he can teach you in 10
minutes. I’m sorely tempted to take him up on that.
He then moved on to a discussion of his bowl-making
process, beginning with the delivery of 30,000 lbs of
freshly cut English walnut from an overaged orchard.
He has a crew of helpers for the initial chainsaw work,
and the end grain of the wet chunks is coated with PVA
(brand name Treesaver from Craft Supply) to help them
dry without checking. The first 3-4 weeks of drying are
the most critical in this.
A bowl blank is roughed by cutting though the pith and
cutting a parallel flat so the chunk will be stable on the
bandsaw. He tacks a sizing disk to the top, which serves
as a guide for cutting on the bandsaw. The blank will
be mounted on a screw chuck for initial rounding and
placing a tenon on one end. He’ll then flip it around and
cut several blanks with a McNaughton coring system.
These are then coated with PVA and left to dry further.
Turning a bowl from one of these blanks, he starts with
establishing the top rim, followed by the outer shape.
If there is tearing, he recommends a shear scraping cut
lubricated with whatever finish you plan to use. Once
the outside is set, hollow the interior in the usual way.
He waits until the entire bowl is hollowed out before
sanding. This is because the friction of sanding will heat
the wood, and if there is an interior mass that doesn’t get
as much heat, the wood is liable to check. The last step
will be to reverse chuck and finish the base.
We finished the evening with a free-wheeling discussion
of finishes and tooling. A good time was had by all.

Once the piece is hollowed, he uses a reverse chucking
jig that consists of a small sanding disk on the end of
a long bar with a stabilizing cone. If you’re clever you
can make your own, or buy one from several suppliers.
When rough-turning a hollow form, a good rule of
thumb is to make the wall thickness around 10% of
the final diameter.
The thing that distinguishes an urn from a hollow
form is a lid which can be secured. Mike makes this
joint with a boxwood insert with hand-chased threads.
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
By Len Musgrave

She said, “Before I pulled out the needle, I used a special
slide to push a thin, hollow neoprene sleeve over the
needle, through the skin,and into the vein about an inch.
What is in your arm is actually a tube about .030” dia.
and one inch long, dangling in your vein with a plastic
receptacle on the outside where the liquid tube is inserted
for receiving the fluid or medicine.”

Last week I had a medical
procedure done where I needed
to have an IV inserted in my arm.
Am I just dumb, or are you, too? What a relief and a great invention! After all these years
I can finally scratch my head with my left hand with an
After the nurse was done, I told
IV in my arm. Am I, my wife, John Butler, his wife and
her, “They should put a splint
my two sisters the only ones that didn’t know this, or is
the whole world oblivious to this invention? Send me an
around my arm, so I won’t bend
email if this is news to you: lmusgrave@socal.rr.com.
my arm at the elbow and bend
the needle or rip it out of the
Go to Youtube for a video: How it Works - B. Braun
vein.” I never bend my arm when I have an IV at my
Introcan Safety® IV Catheter
elbow.
She said, “There is no needle in there, and it is ok to
bend your arm.”
I felt her put a needle in my arm and I really don’t pay
any attention to what she does after that for fear of
passing out. Yes, I’m a pansy.
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TOY STORY
By Ken Crandall, Toy Chairman

Our October work party
saw 24 of the faithful in
attendance, It was nice to see
Jerry Shepherd again and his
lovely box of Jacob’s ladders
for the children. We have
had a very productive year
with a toy count that will
exceed 4,500. My committee
has begun the process of
contacting all of the nonprofits we serve to verify their continued existence and
determine their needs for this year.

Photos by Len Musgrave

Distribution day is rapidly approaching when we box
up our toys for delivery. As last year it will be held at
my home as a one-day affair, the day after Thanksgiving,
November 27. I spoke with the manager of Flappy
Jack’s restaurant and he advised me that due to the
restrictions of the COVID virus, they will not be able
to accommodate our group this year. Sorry. Instead we
will meet at 9:00 and begin toy selection. Get a partner,
check in with Kathy and Carol, obtain a clipboard with
order sheet, grab a cart and box and get cracking. Pray
for good weather so we can work outside this year with
more room.
We will have one more work party, Saturday, November
7th at 9:00. We have much assembly work to do on
toys in progress. Bring any toys you have so they can be
finished and placed in inventory.
Stay well and keep happy.
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OCWA is now registered with AmazonSmile which allows OCWA
eligible to receive a .5% donation from all eligible purchases
through the AmazonSmiles.com. If you'd like to participate, simply
go onto Amazon.com, search and click on AmazonSmile, and once
on the AmazonSmile's site select Orange County Woodworkers from the list of charities. There is no need to
change settings – all your account info/settings remain the same. You'll have access to the same products as
found on Amazon.com. Thank you for participating.
For more information please contact Ralph Crowther.

FRIENDS OF OCWA
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!
Austin Hardwoods & Hardware – (714) 953-4000 • www.austinhardwoodsonline.com
Exotic Woods USA – (631) 651-8651 • www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com
Industrial Blade & Products Co. • www.IndustrialBlade.net
Laguna Tools – (800) 234-1976 • www.LagunaTools.com
OC Lumber – (714) 556-1774 • www.oclumber.com/
Reel Lumber Service – (714) 632-1988 • www.ReelLumber.com
Rockler Woodworking & Hardware – (714) 282-1157 • www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/orange-store
Woodcraft Supply – (714) 963-9663 [(714) 963-WOOD] • www.Woodcraft.com

Sawdust & Shavings
is the newsletter of The Orange County Woodworkers
Association.
It is published monthly, the Thursday before the
Woodworkers Meeting.
MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 1038
Fullerton CA 92836-8038

Do you have an idea for an article, shop tip, or tool
review? Please send
articles to: newsletter@ocwoodworkers.org
Deadline for submissions is the Monday after the
Woodturners meeting.
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