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October
was a very
good month
for our
organization.
We started
out with
a plethora
of donated items from both
members and the community
via our website. The results of
the auction are still trickling in
and I’m pleased to report that we
cleared $4,500. So a big thank
you to all who donated and to all
that participated in the auction
by bidding. Also a big thanks to
all that helped to run the auction.
There were a few real bargains to
be had!

The month continued with
another successful toy workshop.
Ken reports that we have
about 4,000 toys already for
distribution. There is only one
more workshop in November so
plan on helping out as there will
be plenty to do. John Sobota
also reported that he is starting
to get more requests for pens
so let’s help him out by making
some pens. His demo last
month provided the basics and
he is willing to help anyone get
started.

We then had another woodturning
meeting at the Senior center where
we tried out our new Rode wireless
microphone system for the Zoom
call. It became clear that the remote
microphones did best when placed
centrally in the room and not
attached to the speaker. The next
meeting will be even better as we
continue to learn. Also look for the
second camera for the next Turners’
meeting (our big annual turning
contest - don’t forget to enter as we
have lots of prize money to hand
out!).

Finally, November is also elections
and most officers are staying on for
another year. However our Vice
President, Jerry Knight, will be
running for the Turners’ President
position so we are in need of a
new VP. Please consider stepping
forward and volunteering for this
opportunity. You’ll find that
you get so much more out of the
organization if you volunteer.

I expect many of you are starting to
work on your handmade Christmas
gifts. So get out to your workshop
and make something!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Rockler
Thursday, November 4

Annual Woodturning Contest
and
Len Musgrave: Wooden Pendant Necklace
Thursday, November 18

Toy Work Party
Saturday, November 6
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ANNUAL WOODTURNERS CONTEST – NOVEMBER 18

WOODTURNING CONTEST RULES
Five contests available for entry:
• Solid Wood Turning
• Embellished Wood Turning
• Pen Turning
• Segmented (polychromatic) Turning
• Beginners Turning
The rules are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

All entries must be from an OCWT member
in good standing.
All entries must be a member’s own work.
All entries must be lathe-turned pieces.
All entries must have been created within the past 		
two years.
All entries may have been entered in any contest 		
other than the OCWT Annual Contest.
All contests have a single Masters class except the 		
Beginners contest.
There are four contests open to the Masters Class:
a. Solid Wood Turning – open or closed form
turnings without embellishments
b. Embellished Wood Turning - open or closed
forms which includes embellishments such as
carving, coloring, inlay, texturing, burning, etc.
c. Segmented (polychromatic) Turning - builtup work pieces created by gluing many separate
pieces of material together before or during
turning. It may include closed segmented, open
segmented, stave and any other turned pieces
made up of many pieces. A glued up block of
three or four pieces is NOT considered to be
polychromatic turning.
d. Pen Turning – open to all types of turned pens.
A Beginners Class is available to encourage new 		
turners to participate and be recognized.
a. A Beginner is new to turning (less than three
years’ experience)
b. A Beginner may choose to enter as a Master but
all their entries would be entered as such.

c. A
 Beginner who wins first place in the annual
OCWT Beginners class will be moved to the
Masters Class the following year.
d. A Beginner may enter a Solid Wood, Embellished
Wood, Segmented Wood or Pen item
9.
A member may submit up to three entries, in each of
the Woodturning contests, but may only receive one
prize in each contest.
10.
Judging will be done by an independent panel(s) 		
selected by the Turning Club president or an assignee
of the club president who will evaluate:
a. Quality of work
b. Design and originality
c. Use of material
d. Other factors the judges see fit to consider
e. The judges may award only 1st, or 1st & 2nd
places for any contest with few participants
f. The judges’ decisions will be final.
11.	Prizes in each class are a combination of cash and gift
certificates in the amount determined by the Turning
Club president. The judges may award additional
honorable mentions.
12.	The winner of the Segmented (polychromatic)
Turning contest shall have their name added to the
perpetual plaque as the winner of the Fred Adam
Polychromatic Award.
13.	The winning pieces from each of the five contests will
be judged for a single Best of Show award.
Prizes in each contest will be as follows:
Master Class (in each of the four contests):
1st place – $75
2nd place – $50
3rd place – $25
Honorable Mention – $15
Beginner Class:
1st place – $50
2nd place – $30
3rd place – $20
Honorable Mention – $10
Best of Show:
$100
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WOODTURNERS’ SHAVINGS
By Chuck Phillips
This month we had a
very timely demo by
Craig Elliott: Christmas
ornaments! He’s been
making them for about
eight years now, with
many happy recipients.
A typical ornament can be
broken down into three
parts: Cap, Body, and Icicle. Craig starts by making the
body. As the majority of the weight is in the body, it
is normally hollowed. The shape is entirely up to your
fancy, generally something spherical or teardrop shaped.
Craig prefers to make a full size sketch before turning,
and this can help you figure out a pleasant design
beforehand.
Craig began with a 2x2 blank about 4 inches long. This
was turned to a cylinder and mounted in a chuck. From
there, you can easily shape the body exterior. As we will
be hollowing from the top, orient the body with the
base towards the headstock. When you do so, be sure
to leave enough wood for a strong connection while
hollowing. At least ½” diameter is a good rule of
thumb.

speaks quite highly of them.
With the body hollowed, go back to your drill and run
the center hole to full depth. Clean up the top of the
body (carefully) leaving a small flat area. This will make
fitting the cap much easier. Finish off the bottom of the
body, once again leaving a bit of a flat area, and cut it
free. Breathe.
The icicle is next. It’s basically a thin spindle with a
tenon at the top that matches the hole in the bottom of
the body. Take your time, sharpen your tools, and turn
up the speed for this. The cap is similar, just less pointy.
Before you part off the cap, take the opportunity to
predrill for a hanger.
We’re all looking forward to seeing your ornaments at
the December meeting. Why December? Because the
November meeting is our annual woodturning contest.
Bring out your best stuff, and use the chance to get some
really valuable critiques.

Hollowing begins with drilling a clearance hole. Again,
stop this about ½” above the final bottom depth. The
biggest challenge, and it can be a very big one, is the
small scale of the work and, by necessity, the tools.
While you can make a perfectly serviceable tool from
an old allen key, Craig has bought the Laurent Niclot
signature mini hollowers from https://trentboschtools.
com/product-category/hollowing-tools/page/2/, and
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS PEN PROGRAM
By John Sobota, Chair, Support Our Troops Pen Program
Hello Turners and Pen Makers,

Dear Mr. Graham,

It has been nice having the in person meetings for the
last few months, after the uncertain times over the last
year and a half.
October has been another good month for our
“Support Our Troops Pen Program.” We exceeded
2,000 pens turned in for the year, for distribution to
the military organizations we support. With a couple
of months left in the year, we are in good position to
exceed 2,500 pens received for distribution this year.
Job well-done for all those members that have chosen
to participate in the program. While the numbers
looked very good for the year, I am very pleased
with the quality of the pens turned in this year. We
continue to receive several emails each month from
the recipients of the pens. The recipients are very
thankful and appreciative for the pens they receive. It
is always rewarding receiving these emails and cards from
the recipients of the pens.

I received one of your finely crafted pens recently
at the car show. Thank you so much for the wonderful
gesture. I was there for the flag ceremony and one of the
event organizers was kind enough to give me one of your
pens. I am very grateful for it and I will make good use of
it. Thank you again.
Sincerely,
Lcpl. Cyrus Zielinski

The last few weeks we have been receiving requests for
pens to be distributed to both active duty military and
military veterans through various organizations. There
are several upcoming events with Veterans Day and
the holidays just around the corner.
I would again like to thank the OCWA members
who have participated in our military pen program
this year, and encourage others to participate in the
program. Thank You!
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have
any questions regarding our program or need pen
component kits or wood blanks to make pens for our
program.
Thanks again for your support of our program,
John Sobota,
Chair, Support Our Troops Pen Program
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TOY STORY
By Ken Crandall, Chair Toy Program
Our toymaking year is
coming to a close, and this
will be the last newsletter
before Distribution Day.
So pay attention, this is the
calendar for the rest of the
year. Our last work party
will be Saturday, November
6 at the usual time and place,
We have a number of toys
that need finishing touches to
be added to our stock. If you
have toys at home, bring them for finishing or to merely
be added to our inventory. This final accounting will be
used to create our donation sheets for each of the nonprofits we service. Our production for the year stands at
right about 4,000.

Distribution Day will be, as always, the day after
Thanksgiving, November 26. Unfortunately again, we
will not be able to meet at Flappy Jacks for breakfast.
Alternatively I plan to have a spread of pastries, fruits,
juice and coffee here. Plan to come at 8:00 to eat,
socialize for an hour, and admire the totality of your
accomplishments for the year. Guests are welcome. We
will begin pulling toys at 9:00 a.m. The routine will be
as usual. Pick a partner, check in with Kathy and Isha,
get a clipboard and pull sheet, get boxes and a cart and
go to work. Pull toys for your charity and proceed to
the checkout desk. Stay and help pull toys for other
charities too. Carts are few so be patient. I tried to buy
more but they are unavailable (probably on a container
ship in Long Beach harbor).
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FEATURED MEMBER- ANDY GOLDMAN
I was raised in the Northeast, born in Brooklyn,
moved to Long Island at age six, and high school in
the Berkshire Mountains of Western Massachusetts.
My high school doctor, Donald E. Campbell, is the
doctor in the Norman Rockwell print “Before the
Shot.” I was fortunate enough to meet him again
when he was well into his 90s, and he autographed a
print that I have hanging in my home office.
I then went back to Long Island to attend college at
Hofstra.
In my high school and college years I spent a lot
of time with my Great Uncle Charley (see photo)
who was the Trainer of Rocky Marciano, the only
undefeated Heavyweight Champion of the World in
boxing and four other World Championships. While
spending time with my uncle, I met many of the wellknown boxers of that era.

on Woodworking Equipment and Supplies. Some of
the companies that I represented included: Bench Dog,
Bessey Clamps, Fein Power Tools, Forest City Tool,
HTC Mobile Bases, Kreg Pocket Hole Jigs, Rikon
Power Tools, Ryobi Power Tools, Saunders Brothers
(small wooden parts) and Whiteside Router Bits. I kept
working past normal retirement age, as I really enjoyed
my work and had many long-time customers who
became good friends. I finally sold that company and
retired at the end December 2019. 50 years in sales and
25-30,000 miles a year of driving was enough.
I have met some very nice people over the years of
being involved with woodworking. The first was Sam
Maloof, who through Jim Beach, we were invited to
his workshop and home in the mid 1980s. I met Sam
several times again since then, and the autographed
photo is at a Woodworking Show at the Ontario
Convention Center in the late 1990’s (see photo). The
second was Bob Villa and Norm Abram of this Old
House, when they did a house in 1988 in Santa Barbara
(see photo). Norm Abrams signed the photo when I met
him again at the Atlanta IWF Show. I met Jerry Glaser
before he became well known for his woodturning tools,
and he custom-turned several tool handles for me from
wood that I gave him. There have been many others over
the years that I met at shows and demos.

We spent the summer of 1960 in Southern France in
Bordeaux, and in the Pyrenees in a town called Pau,
studying the French language and touring that area.
This aroused my interest in traveling and I have visited
many countries around the world over the years,
including some that you cannot visit today.
I was fortunate to be accepted into an Air Force
Reserve unit in 1967 during the Vietnam buildup,
and was stationed at Suffolk County Air Force Base
in the famous Hamptons on Long Island. I was a
Medical Material Specialist and rose to the rank of
Staff Sargent .
I became a sales representative in 1969 and was
transferred to Orange County in 1976. I held several
sales jobs bordering on woodworking and when I
started my own sales agency in 1984 I concentrated
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I have been married for 54 years to my wife and I have
two children and two grown grandchildren who are
attending college and grad school.
I joined OCWA at the second meeting and was a
Charter Member. Besides being President in 1987,
I also held multiple other positions on the board. I
made the Wooden OCWA sign and turned over the
post office box I had in Fullerton to the club, which
we still use.

County Fair I won First Place in 2019, that led to
my doing a demo at the November 2019 OCWA
Woodturners meeting and rejoining OCWA as I saw
many familiar faces (see photo).

I did some woodturning in the late 1970s. When
Ganahl Lumber moved their Anaheim store to the
Ball Road location (circa 1979) they had a hand-made
gift fair the first weekend in December. I was one of
the two exhibitors who attended all 10 years of the gift
fair that they held on the first weekend in December.
During that period I sold my turnings through the
Del Mano Galleries in Beverly Hills and Pasadena,
as well as The Wood Merchant in La Conner, WA. I
turned well over 300 bowls that we called Stave back
then and would be called Segmented today.
In 1994 I stopped turning as my wife and I spent
more than 10 years doing long distance bicycle riding
on our Tandem Bicycle in Southern and Northern
California.
After we started the bicycle riding I dropped out of
OCWA and I did not do much turning again until
about five years ago, when at a Kreg Demo, I had
lunch with the then-President of the Segmented
Woodworkers Chapter of the American Association of
Woodturners. My interest was piqued at this type of
turning. I had kept up my original AAW membership
#0000128 (I missed being a founding member by one
number). I jumped back into woodturning, and began
to specialize in open segmented bowls.
Over the years I have been written up in Pacific
Woodworker which later became Popular
Woodworking, Wood Magazine, and several other
publications. Since doing Open Segmented I have
been fortunate to win multiple awards at the Design
in Wood competition at the San Diego Fair and
the Orange County Fair (see photo). At the Orange

My bowls have been shown several times in the Fine
Woodworking Magazine Gallery. They have also
appeared in multiple advertisements for the Design
in Wood Competition at the San Diego Fair in Fine
Woodworking as well as Woodworker West.
I was contacted recently via Facebook Messenger by a
fellow in Poland who has a stave bowel I made in 1986.
It is made of pau ferro and still looks pretty good.
I was chosen as the “Member of the Month” for June
2021 by the Segmented Woodturners . Photos of my
turnings have been selected as “Photo of the Month”
multiple times by the Segmented Woodturners and
posted on their website.
I am proud that I have been able to donate 100% of the
proceeds from the sales of my Open Segmented Bowls to
charity, and the total recently topped $26,000.
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OCWA SURVEY RESULTS
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OCWA SURVEY RESULTS
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PEN CHALLENGE

AUCTION

Cole Robert’s son looks like he is
enjoying the fire truck that his dad won
at this year’s auction.

NOVEMBER DEMO
Len Musgrave will be doing the November demo on
how to make a wooden pendant necklace. This might
be timely for those of you that ordered a piece of fine
jewelry, which is sitting in the bottom of a container in
Long Beach Harbor. This is your chance to pull your
fanny out of the hot water and make your significant
other very happy.
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OCWT SHOW AND TELL - OCTOBER 21
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“CLUB ROOTS” (15+ YEARS)
Adams, David
Andrews, Frank
Aut, Warren
Bruins, William
Chambers, Craig
Crowther, Ralph
Daniels, James
Davis, Carson
Durthaler, Cheri
Eid, Antoine
Fitzpatrick, Art
Gamboa, Gilbert
Gilroy, Ross
Gough, Chris
Hardy, Harold
Haskell, Bill
Hoff, Robin J.
Horstman, Earl
Kamper, Mike
Kaufholtz, Lee
Lewellyn, Bruce

Missbrenner, Alfred
Musgrave, Len
Neesley, Michael
Nininger, Jerry
Oetomo, Ingko
Overholt, ElJay
Phillips, Chuck
Plummer, George
Rogers, Bill
Rogers, Les
Santhon, James
Schott, Carol
Smet, Edward
Steichen, Charles
Stone, Jim
Taylor, Mike
Thorson, Eric
Wade, David
Whitcomb, Al
Williams, Harry
Wilmott, Fred
Wright, Doug

LIFETIME MEMBERS
James Santhon
Jeff Bennett
Craig Chambers
Carson Davis
Andy Goldman
Len Musgrave
Michael Neesley
Ingko Oetomo
George Plummer

WOODWORKER OF THE YEAR
2020		

Ken Crandall

2019		

Ken Cowell

2018		

Bill Rogers

2017		

John Marshall

2016		

Len Musgrave

2015 		

Ken Cowell

2014 		

Larry Marley

2013 		

Ralph Crowther

2012 		

Ed Smet

2011		

Len Musgrave

Person of the Year
2010		

Al Whitcomb

2009		

Ed Straub

PAST PRESIDENTS
2013 - 2020

James Santhon

2012		

Vic Cohn

2010 - 2011

Craig Chambers

2006 - 2009

James Santhon

2005 		

Doug Nowlin

2001 - 2004

James Santhon

1999 - 2000

Carson Davis

1997 - 1998

Sam Migliazzo

1995 - 1996

Mike Neesly

1993 - 1994

Larry Baum

1991 - 1992

Len Musgrave

1988 - 1990

Al Griffin

1987		

Andy Goldman

1986		

Greg Martin

1985		

Dough Christie

1984		

Bob Pederson
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OCWA is now registered with AmazonSmile, which allows OCWA
eligible to receive a .5% donation from all eligible purchases through
the AmazonSmiles.com program. If you'd like to participate, simply
go onto Amazon.com, search and click on AmazonSmile, and once
on the AmazonSmile's site select Orange County Woodworkers from the list of charities. There is no need to
change settings – all your account info/settings remain the same. You'll have access to the same products as
found on Amazon.com. Thank you for participating.
For more information please contact Ralph Crowther.

Our YTD = $822.95

FRIENDS OF OCWA
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!
Austin Hardwoods & Hardware – (714) 953-4000 • www.austinhardwoodsonline.com
Exotic Woods USA – (631) 651-8651 • www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com
Industrial Blade & Products Co. • www.IndustrialBlade.net
Laguna Tools – (800) 234-1976 • www.LagunaTools.com
OC Lumber – (714) 556-1774 • www.oclumber.com/
Reel Lumber Service – (714) 632-1988 • www.ReelLumber.com
Rockler Woodworking & Hardware – (714) 282-1157 • www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/orange-store
Woodcraft Supply – (714) 963-9663 [(714) 963-WOOD] • www.Woodcraft.com
Sawdust & Shavings
is the newsletter of The Orange County Woodworkers
Association.
It is published monthly, the Thursday before the
Woodworkers Meeting.
MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 1038
Fullerton CA 92836-8038

A BIG WELCOME

Do you have an idea for an article, shop tip, or tool
review? Please send
articles to: newsletter@ocwoodworkers.org
Deadline for submissions is the Monday after the
Woodturners meeting.

TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:
Larry Thacker, San Juan Capistrano
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Andrea Snell, Westminster

