
July 2022       OCWoodWorkers.org     Volume 39, Issue 7

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 

President  Ralph Crowther

Vice-President  Lee Choquette 

Secretary Michael Aghajanian

Treasurer  John Butler

DIRECTORS

Public Affairs Dir. Sandra 

Smolinsky

Dir. at Large  Alfred Missbrenner

Director at Large Ken Crandell

Director at Large Jerry Ninenger

Director at Large John Sobota

Director at Large James Santhon

Woodturners Pres. Jerry Knight

COMMITTEES 

Membership  John Butler

Library  Roy Reaser

Mentor  Fred Willmot

Pen Program  John Sobota

Toy Program  Ken Crandall

Photographers  Len Musgrave

  Lee Choquette

Proofreader  Jerry Knight

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Ralph Crowther

I just visited 
the San Diego 
Fair and the 
Design in Wood 
exhibition.  
There are 
some great 
pieces in all 
the categories.  

The number of entries are down 
from 2019, the last time the 
show was held but I believe there 
are 267 items.  All the booths, 
demonstrations and volunteer floor 
walkers are in place, as in the past.  
Only two current OCWA members 
entered any items this year, which 
is a record low.  Andy Goldman 
entered three of his famous open 
segmented turnings and won a 
second place and  two honorable 
mentions.  I entered my Fire Truck 
desk and a wood turning.  The Fire 
Truck desk took 1st place in the 
Made for Children category and 
won the Sponsor’s Choice Perpetual 
Trophy from Frost Lumber.  Past 
member, Jeff Grossman (moved 
to Arizona) took first place in 
Marquetry.  Prize money in San 
Diego is double that in Orange 
County so it is a good opportunity 
to both compete with a bigger 
group of entrants and to win more 
money.   I highly recommend 
visiting the Design in Wood 
exhibition.

The OC Fair will be here very soon 
but unlike San Diego, we will not 
be able to have a booth or work the 
floor.  Hopefully the fair will hire the 
needed folks so that we can get back to 
normal next year.  If you are putting 
the final touches on your entries before 
submitting, make sure that your finish 
is perfect.  A poor finish is the number 
one issue that judges will see and it may 
keep you from  winning a ribbon.

There has been significant buzz around 
the toy contest for the July meeting.  I 
have heard from several folks about 
toys they are developing and believe 
we should have a great showing.  Don’t 
forget the prize money as a bonus: $100 
for first, $75 for second, $50 for third 
and $25 for honorable mention (and we 
may have several honorable mentions!).  
The idea behind this contest is to 
introduce some new toys to the program 
and to encourage more participation.  
New designs don’t have to be built by 
the entrant but may be built by others 
who like the design and want to make 
it.  Should be a good time.

So whether you are finishing up your 
fair project, making a toy, making a pen 
or just working on some other projects: 
get out to your shop and enjoy our 
hobby.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Jim Graham
Thursday, July 21

6:30 p.m.

Toy Work Party
Saturday, July 9

9:00 a.m.

Doug Turner and Roy Reaser

Laser Engraving

Thursday, July 7

7:00 p.m.
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On Wednesday June 1, we had our Board meeting.  
That was the day before the woodworkers meeting 
and I didn’t have a “confirmed” presenter.  The board 
discussed possible options and James Santhon without 
hesitation stepped up and said he could do a goblet 
-turning demonstration.  Problem resolved?

At the meeting the next night Ralph Crowther was 
covering the general OCWA business.  I stood to 
inform everyone that James would be our presenter 
when John Mahoney confirmed he was there for his 
presentation.  Now we had two presenters …..

John Mahoney with West Coast 
Arborists (WCA) very passionately 
educated us about urban wood.  
WCA is a tree-maintenance and 
management-provider serving 
cities, counties, and school 
districts. Since a number of trees 
living within our city streets 
and parks eventually decline 
and require removal, it became 

imperative to identify ways to salvage the trees they 
could and turn them into urban lumber, live edge 
wood slabs and more.

So 25 years ago, WCA started an urban wood-recycling 
program, now known as Street Tree Revival, in 
collaboration with the California Dept. of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (CDF).   .

Today, the recycling efforts have evolved into an 
amazing Street Tree Revival program where they are 
diverting thousands of logs annually from landfills.  By 
turning these street trees into useable urban lumber 
they are successfully capturing and sequestering wood 
carbon.

• 40% of wood goes into the trash.

• The average city has 230 different species of trees.

• WCA has 600 people in the field trimming and 
removing trees daily.

• Three-hundred (300) tons of green waste is generated 
a day which results in a $700K dump bill per month.

• All wood is tracked and arrives at their saw mill fully 
documented. Their saw mill operation offers both live 
edge and dimensional lumber.  They can air dry or kiln 
dry the material depending on species requirements.

WOODWORKERS’ SAWDUST
By Lee Choquette, Vice President and Program Director

• Street Tree Revival recently signed a contract with 
Taylor Guitars to supply their wood

• If you need wood, Street Tree Revival’s store is located 
at 2220 E. Via Burton St.  Anaheim, CA 92806

James Santhon started the 
demonstration with his limited 
time having already been pared 
down.  James’ skills quickly became 
apparent as he moved through 
the steps to create a goblet while 
explaining what he was doing and 
why.  All the members were aware 
of his time constraint and intently 

monitored the progress,

1. James started with chucking up a square/rectangular 
piece of wood

2. He turned the block into a cylinder

3. He turned, sanded and finished the inside of the 
goblet.

4. He turned the outside of the goblet.  Before moving 
on, James sands and finishes each segment after it is 
turned. The final goblet is too delicate for finishing.

5. He then began turning the stem and enhancements in 
approximately one inch segments.

6.He then turned and finished the base. This resulted in a 
completed goblet when it was parted from the raw stock.

James sanded each segment with 150 grit sandpaper 
followed by 400 grit sandpaper and finished with a coat 
of EEE-Ultra Shine followed by a coat of paste wax.

Upcoming Speakers

July 7th – Doug Turner & Roy Reaser, Laser Engraving

September – Ralph Crowther, Origin Shaper



July 2022 Page 4

WOODWORKERS SHOW AND TELL

Hal Melitzky showing his turning to a guest at the 
introduction to the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian 

American Art Museum in Washington D.C.
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WOODTURNERS’ SHAVINGS
By Chuck Phillips

This month we had a 
discussion on using color 
with Steve Romo, direct 
from Cerritos College. He 
has been exploring how to 
enhance his turnings with 
surface treatments, and the 
results can be striking. The 
majority of his work has 

been with alcohol soluble (spirit) dyes, which are easy to 
apply, fast drying, and layer well. For precise application, 
he has found Motolo refillable pens work well. Larger 
areas can be done with small sponges and wadded paper 
towels. In any case, be sure to wear gloves.

He began the demo with a basic bowl made of curly 
maple. Make sure the surface is well sanded, and apply 
2-3 coats of sanding sealer. This will help control the 
penetration of the dyes. Starting with the darkest 
colors, apply highlights to parts of the grain you want 
to emphasize. Add more layers of color, working in a 
series of spots. You can blend things with a sponge that 
is dampened with alcohol, and if things get out of hand 
you can use paper towels to remove some of the dye. 

Remember that there are few wrong answers here and 
you can always sand everything off and start over. 

Other things Steve has experimented with include 
patination, (Refer back to Len’s demo of last year) and 
texturing. One technique that texture opens up is doing a 
complete overdye followed by sanding off the high points 
to reveal the original color.

The last method discussed involves fire, so you’ll want 
to  clean up those shavings you have laying about. 
Using a torch, char the surface of the wood, followed by 
removing any loose bits with a wire brush. Finally, seal 
the surface with some oil. The results can vary from mild 
to dramatic based on how much gets burned away.

Steve’s preferred topcoat is a spray lacquer. Because the 
solvent will dissolve your dye, you should always start 
with 3-4 dust coats. These are sprayed very lightly from 
far enough back that the drops are almost dry by the time 
they reach the surface. If you use shellac instead, the same 
advice holds.

The challenge for this month is pretty simple: Make 
something colorful. 
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WOODTURNERS’ SHOW AND TELL 
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WOODTURNERS’ CHALLENGE
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TOY STORY
By Ken Crandall, Chair, Toy Program

 June showed our largest 
participation of the  year with 
30 in attendance.  It was a lively 
affair with good weather, good 
friends and good projects.  It was 
nice to see Don Winans again 
after several months absence and 
we welcomed Fred Wilmot to our 
merry band.  Fred also donated 
four boxes of toy parts from his 
private stash.  These were added 

to our stock and will be put to good use.

     Dan Herringer brought another carload of 4X4 
maple blocks for our use and Len Musgrave brought 
boxes and boxes of dowel cut-offs.  Most were of sizes 
that we don’t regularly use but I held back some just in 

case. Robert and Vicki Morris were able to find outlets 
for the rest in various school and youth programs.  This 
is networking at its best, using resources and not wasting 
them.

     The OCWA general meeting, Thursday July 7th will 
have our New Toy Contest.  I look forward to seeing 
many projects that we might incorporate into our 
program.  The only rules are that the  toy not be too 
complex for production, not be too expensive to make, 
and fit eight units in a 12X12X16 inch box.  Prizes will 
be awarded.

     Our next toy work party will be Saturday, July 9th at 
9:00 a.m.  Our present toy count is 2,000.  It is highly 
likely that I will be out of town for a week in mid July, 
so if you need wood or supplies, plan ahead and get 
them now.
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS PEN PROGRAM
By John Sobota, Chair, Support Our Troops Pen Program 

For those readers that may not be 
aware, the OCWA Support Our Troops 
Program donates custom turned wood 
pens to active duty & veteran military 
organizations.  The club provides pen 
kits and wood blanks as needed for 

the members to take home to their shops and turn 
pens.  Once the pens are returned to the club they are 
distributed to various organizations for their events.  We 
have provided between two and three thousand pens 
per year for the last several years and over forty eight 
thousand pens since the programs inception. 

 It’s hard for be to believe that the year is half over 
already.  We had 140 pens returned for distribution 
during the month of June, bringing our year-to-date 
total to 1,149 pens.  even with a slightly slower month, 
we are well on our way to a goal of 2,500 for the year.     
It is always nice to get pens turned in from different pen 
makers as we did this month.  

I am proud to say the quality of the pens turned in 
continue to be great!  We leave it up to the pen makers 
to determine the shape/design and finishes used on the 
pens.  Some members get very creative with their pens 

while others are a little more simple.  The finishes used 
on the pens really goes a long way in making them a nice 
keepsake gift.    

If you have any questions regarding making the pens, or 
the finishes to use, please contact me.  I’ll be more than 
happy to discuss the finish products I use in the pens I 
contribute to the program.  My contact information is in 
the member area of the club’s website.  I am also looking 
forward to one of our pen makers doing a demonstration 
during a turners meeting in a couple of months.         

The club always welcomes and encourages any members 
that would be interested in making quality wood pens as 
a small token of our appreciation for our military men 
and women. Any pens turned in are greatly appreciated.   
The recipients of pens from our program are very 
thankful for them as evidenced by the emails, letters and 
photos we receive.  

We have had a couple of requests for pens this month as 
we are getting to the time of the year when we receive 
more requests for pens from the different organizations 
we support and can always use more members to 
participate in the program.  

THANKS again for your support of our program.  
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FEATURED MEMBER- EARL HORSTMAN

I was born on a west-central Missouri farm in 1936.  
Back then, conditions on a farm were primitive 
compared to today.  We had kerosene lamps, wood- 
fired heating and cooking, and no indoor plumbing.  
My mom acquired a gasoline-powered washing 
machine about the time I was born, and retired her 
washboard.  After WWII when I was 11, they installed 
electricity.  However, it wasn’t until I was 20 that they 
came out with a pressurized water pump that enabled 
us to push the water up the hill and finally have 
indoor plumbing.

I lived in a farming community, so all I knew was 
farming.  Several years after high school I realized 
that, for health reasons, I needed to find a different 
occupation.  I enjoyed a business math course in high 
school, so I decided to become an accountant.  Having 
spent very little time with the “3 R’s” in the four years 
after high school, I took the entrance exam at a nearby 
state university without studying for it.  When I 
returned, they pulled me aside and told me that I had 
scored in the top four percent in the nation in math!

Upon graduation, there were very few job 
opportunities in Missouri, so I came to California 
and hired in at North American Aviation which later 
became Rockwell International.  They discovered 
that I could do almost every accounting and finance 
activity that needed to be done, so I had a lot of 
interesting assignments.  I set up the accounting and 
allocations for the new Information Systems Center 
which did all the computing and telecommunications 
for the company.  In addition, I wrote all the manuals 
and discovered that I had the ability to write clearly 

and concisely – a talent I did not know I had.  I was the 
financial and accounting expert that everyone relied on 
and I really enjoyed what I did. 

I met my wife, Barbra, at work.  She was also eager to 
take on new opportunities and was the E-Mail Systems 
Administrator supporting divisions across the US and 
Australia at the Autonetics Division when we retired.  
We retired from the company on the same day in 1998 
with a total of 75 years of service.

I’ve always had an interest in woodworking.  I’ve had 
no training – just made it the way I wanted it.  On the 
farm, I constructed wagon grain beds, buildings, clothes 
closets, etc. – all with a hand saw.  After we purchased 
our house, I completely redid the interior – replacing 
all doors and windows, and building all new cabinets 
as well as a patio cover and storage shed.  The kitchen 
cabinets have 30 pull-out shelves to provide easy access 
to all the shelf area.  I also constructed several pieces of 
furniture. 

At a high school class reunion in 2002, one of my 
classmates, a turner, told me that the Woodworkers 
Association had chapters all over the country and that 
there was one in Orange County.  I looked it up when I 
returned home and have been a member ever since.  By 
that time, I had completed all my remodel projects so 
I started making toys.  In addition to a few other toys, 
I have specialized in making a modified version of an 
articulated race car that I found in Brisbane, Australia.  
I really appreciate the charity work our club is doing 
and the willingness of our members to work together to 
bring happiness to children in need.

Roger Wollum from Facebook
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2021  Richard Kalman

2020  Ken Crandall

2019  Ken Cowell

2018  Bill Rogers

2017  John Marshall 

2016  Len Musgrave

2015   Ken Cowell

2014   Larry Marley

2013   Ralph Crowther

2012   Ed Smet

2011  Len Musgrave

Person of the Year 

2010  Al Whitcomb

WOODWORKER OF THE YEAR

2013 - 2020 James Santhon 

2012  Vic Cohn 

2010 - 2011 Craig Chambers 

2006 - 2009  James Santhon 

2005   Doug Nowlin 

2001 - 2004  James Santhon 

1999 - 2000  Carson Davis 

1997 - 1998 Sam Migliazzo

1995 - 1996 Mike Neesly

1993 - 1994 Larry Baum

1991 - 1992 Len Musgrave

1988 - 1990  Al Griffin

1987  Andy Goldman

1986  Greg Martin

1985  Dough Christie

1984  Bob Pederson

PAST PRESIDENTS

“CLUB ROOTS” (15+ YEARS)

Adams, David
Andrews, Frank
Aut, Warren
Bruins, William
Chambers, Craig
Crowther, Ralph
Daniels, James
Davis, Carson
Durthaler, Cheri
Eid, Antoine
Fitzpatrick, Art
Gamboa, Gilbert
Gilroy, Ross
Gough, Chris
Hardy, Harold
Haskell, Bill
Hoff, Robin J.
Horstman, Earl
Kamper, Mike
Kaufholtz, Lee
Lewellyn, Bruce

Missbrenner, Alfred
Musgrave, Len
Neesley, Michael
Nininger, Jerry
Oetomo, Ingko
Overholt, ElJay
Phillips, Chuck
Plummer, George
Rogers, Bill
Rogers, Les
Santhon, James
Schott, Carol
Smet, Edward
Steichen, Charles
Stone, Jim
Taylor, Mike
Thorson, Eric
Wade, David
Whitcomb, Al
Williams, Harry
Wilmott, Fred
Wright, Doug

LIFETIME MEMBERS
James Santhon   Al Whitcomb

Jeff Bennett   Larry Marley

Craig Chambers

Carson Davis

Andy Goldman

Len Musgrave

Michael Neesley

Ingko Oetomo

George Plummer
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OCWA is now registered with AmazonSmile, which allows OCWA 

eligible to receive a .5% donation from all eligible purchases through 

the AmazonSmiles.com program. If you'd like to participate, simply 

go onto Amazon.com, search and click on AmazonSmile, and once on the AmazonSmile's site select Orange 

County Woodworkers from the list of charities. There is no need to change settings – all your account info/

settings remain the same. You'll have access to the same products as found on Amazon.com. Thank you for 

participating.

For more information please contact Ralph Crowther.

FRIENDS OF OCWA
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS! 
Austin Hardwoods & Hardware – (714) 953-4000 • www.austinhardwoodsonline.com

Exotic Woods USA – (631) 651-8651 • www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com

Industrial Blade & Products Co. • www.IndustrialBlade.net

Laguna Tools – (800) 234-1976 • www.LagunaTools.com

OC Lumber – (714) 556-1774 • www.oclumber.com/ 

Reel Lumber Service – (714) 632-1988 • www.ReelLumber.com

Rockler Woodworking & Hardware – (714) 282-1157 • www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ca/orange-store

Woodcraft Supply – (714) 963-9663 [(714) 963-WOOD] • www.Woodcraft.com

Sawdust & Shavings  
is the newsletter of The Orange County Woodworkers 
Association.  
It is published monthly, the Thursday before the 
Woodworkers Meeting. 

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 1038 
Fullerton CA 92836-8038

Do you have an idea for an article, shop tip, or tool 
review? Please send  
articles to: newsletter@ocwoodworkers.org

Deadline for submissions is the Monday after the 
Woodturners meeting.

A BIG WELCOME 

TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:

Diane Ewoldt, Long Beach

Gary Tennison, Lake Forest

Rachel Graham, Costa Mesa

David Streiff, Newport Beach


